Ask Your Pharmacist

Is Your Medicine In the News?

It’s not unusual for the media to pick up on a possible safety problem with a popular medi-

cine. After all, nothing is more precious than our health. So, consumers are always interested to

hear or read news about their medicines.

It is not a surprise that a new safety problem may arise with a medicine. When a drug is

approved by the Food and Drug Administration, not all is known about its safety. This is because

the drug has not been studied in a large enough population to identify rare side effects. When

drugs are newly approved, only side effects found in about 1% or more of patients are known.

A Common Sense Approach
Here are some steps to take to help

make the right decision about your medi-

cines:

I. Don’t panic. Usually a safety debate
about a popular drug relates to reports
of rare effects.

2. Contact your doctor or pharmacist
— personally, by telephone, or by e-mail.

3. Have a list of things to ask your doc-
tor or pharmacist. If you can, send a
copy of your questions before your visit.

4. Tell your doctor or pharmacist ex-
actly how you take your medicines.
Be sure to say if you are not following di-

rections, taking more than you should,
forgetting dosages etc.

5. Ask the following questions.
o Do you think the benefits of my taking
this medicine outweigh the risks?

More questions to ask:

o What risks might | face in taking this
medicine?

o Are there alternative medicines to the
one | am taking?

o Are there alternatives to some of my
medicines, such as lifestyle changes?
Should | try these? What do | need to
do to be successful with non-drug alter-
natives?

o If | have to continue to take this medi-
cine, what side effects should | look out
for, and when should | call you about
them?

o In summary, would you review the best
course of action for me!?
(Take notes, if you need to.)

» Can we set up an appointment in |-3
months to review what we’ve decided
and see how | am doing!?
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BE AWARE & TAKE CARE:
Tadk fo your phamacise!






Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		meds_in_the_news.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



