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Greetings,

This note is in regards to the California State Board of Pharmacy, April 25, 2024 meeting, Agenda item: XIII. Licensing
Committee, section j. “Proposed Amendments to Pharmacy Law to Transition to a More Robust Standard of Care Model
for Some Pharmacist-Provided Patient Care Services”.

My comments are as follows. | strongly support the proposed revisions to BPC Section 4052. The proposed revisions are
consistent with the findings of the ad hoc committee. The proposed revisions would allow pharmacists to provide the
most current and optimal pharmaceutical care to California citizens, improving their health and protecting them from
harm. The general approach of providing an appropriate framework for pharmacists to provide patient care in select
areas according to their training and expertise (the proposed language), rather than waiting for laws to be updated
referring to individual drug products and individual disease states (current language), allows pharmacists to care for
patients with the most updated and relevant evidence, leading to the best patient outcomes.

| have one suggestion for further improvement. | suggest amending the language that states “This section shall not allow
a pharmacist to furnish a medication for off-label use.” If the Board is not comfortable removing this restriction
altogether (which would be preferred so that caregivers can provide the best possible treatment options at the lowest
cost), then | would suggest adding some kind of caveat that allows pharmacists to furnish a medication for off-label use
when: 1) that off-label medication is the first-line indicated treatment according to the most current
evidence/treatment guidelines or 2) when the patient has allergies or contraindications preventing the use of the
labeled medication (and an off-label medication would be better than no medication), or 3) when the off-label
medication is the best alternative in the face of drug shortages/unavailability of the labeled medications, or 4) when the
only option for treatment of a given disease is an off-label medication (and treatment would achieve better outcomes
than no treatment). With rampant drug shortages nationwide (antibiotics and generics tend to be very vulnerable),
sometimes the only available treatment option, or the best possible treatment option, is off-label. Given this proposed
limitation of not being able to provide any medications for off-label use, the pharmacist in some cases would only be
able to furnish less effective, or more dangerous, or more expensive treatments (brand only for example) unnecessarily,
even though a better medication is available. This does not protect the public from harm — it does the opposite.

Notwithstanding the off-label use issue, the proposed revisions on the whole are a tremendous improvement over
current law, that will improve the health of all Californians. To reiterate, | strongly support the proposed revisions.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Warm regards,



Brookie Best
CA RPh #51316

Brookie M. Best, PharmD, MAS (she/ =r/hers)

Dean

Professor of Clinical Pharmacy and Pediatrics

UC San Diego | Skaggs School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

UC San Diego | School of Medicine | Pediatrics Department-Rady Children’s Hospital San Diego

9500 Gilman Drive, MC 0657 | La Jolla, CA 92093-0657 | P: 858.822.5550 | brookie@health.ucsd.edu

For Scheduling — please contact Matt Collins at m2collins@health.ucsd.edu.

| respectfully acknowledge that we live and work on the land of the Kumeyaay/Kumiai nation. / Land Acknowledgement (ucsd.edu)

UC San Diego

SKAGGS SCHOOL OF PHARMACY
AND PHARMACEUTICAL SCIENCES



https://ucsd.edu
mailto:m2collins@health.ucsd.edu
mailto:brookie@health.ucsd.edu




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		24_apr_bd_mat_add.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 30



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

