
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

CHARLES JOHN STEIGLEDER, III 
18321 Clark Street 
Tarzana, CA 91356 

20715 Tulsa Street 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 

Pharnlacist License No. RPH 30300, 

Res ondent. 

Case Nunlber 2729 

OAH Nunlber L2005010007 

PROPOSED DECISION 

This Inatter canle on regularly for hearing before Roy W. Hewitt, Adnunistrative 
Law Judge (ALJ), Office of Adlninistrative Hearings, at Los Angeles, California on 
June 13,2005. 

Deputy Attonley General Erlinda G. Slu"enger represented conlplainant. 

Respondent, Charles Steigleder, III, personally appeared and was represented by 
DOlUla L. Ortlieb, Esq. 

Oral and docunlentary evidence was received and the matter was submitted. 

FACTUAL FINDINGS 

The ALJ makes the following Factual Findings: 

1. The accusation was filed by Patricia F. Harris (colnplainant) while 
acting in her official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofPhanllacy, 
Departlnent of Consulner Affairs, State of Califonlia. 

2. On June 14, 1976, the Board ofPharnlacy (board) issued respondent 
Phanllacist License Nunlber RPH 30300. 



3. At all relevant times respondent's license was, and currently is, in full 
force and effect. 

4. Respondent began suffering frOlll alcoholisnl in 1979 or 1980. 

5. In 2002 respondent began a concerted effort to control his alcohol 
addiction. Respondent voluntarily commenced treatment with the Matrix Outpatient 
Program, an intensive, 16-week alcohol treatlllent program. Respondent was doing 
well in his alcohol treatment until his nl0ther becanle gravely ill in Novenlber of 
2002. Due to the stress of his nl0ther's dennse, respondent relapsed, "the alcohol 
program had fallen by the side." Respondent's nl0ther died in January of2003, and 
respondent fell back into his pattenl of alcohol abuse. 

6. On August 13,2003, while employed as a licensed pharmacist at the 
Tarzana-Encino Regional Medical Center Pharmacy, respondent reported to work 
while under the influence of alcohol. Another enlployee smelled alcohol on 
respondent's breath and reported respondent to the Pharnlacist-in-Charge. 
Respondent was subjected to blood and urine tests that same day, August 13, 2003. 
Test results were positive for "Alcohol, Ethyl," "Oxazepam," and "Temezepam." 

7. Other than alcohol, respondent has no other addiction. The positive test 
results indicating that respondent had Oxazepmll and Tenlezepanl in his system 
resulted from respondent taking "Restoril," a drug legally prescribed to respondent for 
a valid n1edical condition. "Restoril" is a brand name for Ten1ezepalll and Oxazepam 
is a metabolic end product of the breakdown of Temezepam. 

8. Subsequent to the August 13, 2003 incident described in Finding 6, 
above, respondent contacted both the Matrix Institute and the board diversion 
progranl. As a result of these contacts respondent enrolled in, and successfully 
con1pleted the 12-week Matrix alcohol progrmll. On Septelllber 25,2003, respondent 
also voluntarily enrolled in, and was accepted into, the Maximus Diversion Program!, 
Respondent is still attending the Diversion Program. He attends two group sessions 
per week and a mininlulll of 16 Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) nleetings per month. 
Respondent is subj ected to randolll urine tests three to four times per n10nth and has 
not had a "dirty test.,,2 

9. In addition to the alcohol treatnlent diversion program and the random 
testing, respondent also receives Psychotherapy fron1 Dr. Hunt, a licensed 
Psychologist. Respondent's Psychotherapy is focused on respondent's alcoholism and 
the "root causes" of his alcoholism. Respondent began receiving Psychotherapy in 

1 Maximus runs the board's Diversion Program. 
2 All tests have been negative for alcohol. 
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January of2004 and he is still attending Psychotherapy sessions two to four times per 
n10nth. 

10. Respondent has been sober since August 17,2003 without any relapses 
and he no longer takes Restoril. 

11. Respondent still works at the Encino-Tarzana Medical Center, the 
location of the August 13, 2003 incident. Respondent is working for the san1e 
employer he worked for at the time of the incident. He is carefully supervised and has 
had no work related complaints. 

12. The reasonable costs for the investigation and enforcelnent of the 
instant action against respondent total $9,976.75. 

LEGAL CONCLUSIONS 

The Adnnnistrative Law Judge n1akes the following Legal Conclusions: 

1. Cause exists for discipline pursuant to Business and Professions Code 
section 4301, subdivision (h) and 4327 because, as set fOlih in Findings 4,5, and 6, 
respondent has a history of alcoholisn1 and, on one occasion, respondent was under 
the influence of alcohol while on duty. 

2. Findings 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, establish that respondent has his alcohol 
abuse probleln under control and as long as he n1aintains control of his problem he 
does not represent a danger to the public. In order to ensure that respondent remains 
clean and sober and that the public is adequately protected, a long term of probation 
with appropriate alcohol terms and conditions is wan"anted. 

3. Finding 12 establishes that $9, 976.75 represents the reasonable costs 
recoverable by the board pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 125.3. 
Although respondent's request for a reduction of those costs is denied, respondent 
shall be allowed to pay the costs on a payt11ent plan approved by the board or by one 
of its agents. 
III 
III 
III 
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ORDER 

WHEREFORE, THE FOLLOWING ORDER is hereby made: 

License nUl11ber RPH 30300, issued to respondent is revoked; however, 
the revocation is stayed and respondent is placed on probation for five (5) years upon 
the following terms and conditions: 

1. Respondent shall obey all state and federal laws and regulations 
substantially related to or governing the practice of pham1acy. Respondent shall 
report any of the following occurrences to the board, in writing, within 72 
hours of such occurrence: 

A. An an"est or issuance of a crinunal con1plaint for violation of 
any provision of the Phan11acy Law, state and federal food and drug laws, or state and 
federal controlled substances laws; 

B. A plea of guilty or nolo contendre in any state or federal 
crinunal proceeding to any crilninal complaint, infom1ation or indictn1ent; 

C. A conviction of any cril11e; 

D. Discipline, citation, or other adlninistrative action filed by any 
state and federal agency which involves respondent's Phan11acist license or which is 
related to the practice of phmTI1acy or the n1anufacturing, obtaining, handling or 
distribution or billing or charging for of any drug, device or controlled substance. 

2. Respondent shall repoli to the board qumierly. The repoli shall be n1ade 
either in person or in writing, as directed. Respondent shall state under penalty of 
peljury whether there has been con1pliance with all the ten11S and conditions of 
probation. If the final probation repoli is not made as directed, probation shall be 
extended automatically until such tin1e as the final report is n1ade and accepted by the 
board. 

3. Upon receipt of reasonable notice, respondent shall appear in person for 
interviews with the board upon request at various intervals at a location to be 
detennined by the board. Failure to appear for a scheduled interview without prior 
notification to board staff shall be considered a violation of probation. 

4. Respondent shall cooperate with the board's inspectional progran1 and 
in the board's 111onitoring and investigation of respondent's con1pliance with the ten11S 
and conditions of his or her probation. Failure to con1ply shall be considered a 
violation of probation. 
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5. Respondent shall provide evidence of effolis to n1aintain skill and 
lmowledge as a pharmacist as directed by the board. 

6. Respondent shall notify all present and prospective en1ployers of the 
decision in case number 2726, OAR nun1ber L2005010007, and the tern1s, conditions 
and restrictions in1posed on respondent by the decision. Within 30 days of the 
effective date of this decision, and within 15 days of respondent undertaking new 
employn1ent, respondent shall cause his or her direct supervisor, pharmacist-in-charge 
and/or owner to report to the board in writing acknowledging the en1ployer has read 
the decision in case number 2726, OAR nun1ber L2005010007. 

If respondent works for or is en1ployed by or through a phan11acy 
en1ployment service, respondent n1ust notify the direct supervisor, phan11acist-in­
charge, and/or owner at every phannacy of the and terms and conditions of the 
decision in case nun1ber 2726, OAR number L2005010007, in advance of the 
respondent commencing work at each pharrnacy. 

"Employn1ent" within the n1eaning of this provision shall include any 
full-time, part-time, temporary, relief or phan11acy n1anagelnent service as a 
phatTI1acist, whether the respondent is considered an en1ployee or independent 
contractor. 

7. Respondent shall not supervise any intern phannacist or perfon11 any of 
the duties of a preceptor, nor shall respondent be the phan11acist-in-charge of any 
entity licensed by the board unless otherwise specified in this order. 

8. Respondent shall pay to the board its costs of investigation and 
prosecution in the an10unt of$9,976.75. Respondent shalln1ake said paytnents on a 
payn1ent plan specified by the board or by a designee of the board. 

The filing of bankruptcy by respondent shall not relieve respondent of 
his or her responsibility to reitnburse the board its costs of investigation and 
prosecution. 

9. Respondent shall pay the costs associated with probation n10nitoring as 
detennined by the board each and every year of probation. Such costs shall be payable 
to the board at the end of each year of probation. Failure to pay such costs shall be 
considered a violation ofprobation. 

10. Respondent shall, at all times while on probation, n1aintain an active 
current license with the board, including any period during which suspension or 
probation is tolled. If respondent's license expires or is cancelled by operation of law 
or otherwise, upon renewal or reapplication, respondent's license shall be subject to all 
tern1S and conditions of this probation not previously satisfied. 
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11. Following the effective date of this decision, should respondent cease 
practice due to retirement or health, or be otherwise unable to satisfy the terms and 
conditions of probation, respondent may tender his or her license to the board for 
surrender. The board shall have the discretion whether to grant the request for 
surrender or take any other action it deelns appropriate and reasonable. Upon forIl1al 
acceptance of the sun-ender of the license, respondent will no longer be subject to the 
terms and conditions of probation. 

Upon acceptance of the sun-ender, respondent shall relinquish his or her 
pocket license to the board within 10 days of notification by the board that the 
surrender is accepted. Respondent 1l1ay not reapply for any license from the board for 
three years fr01TI the effective date of the sU1Tender. Respondent shall n1eet all 
requirell1ents applicable to the license sought as of the date the application for that 
license is submitted to the board. 

12. Respondent shall notify the board in writing within 10 days of any 
change of en1ployt11ent. Said notification shall include the reasons for leaving andlor 
the address of the new en1ployer, supervisor or owner and work schedule ifknown. 
Respondent shall notify the board in writing within 10 days of a change in nan1e, 
n1ailing address or phone number. 

13. Should respondent, regardless of residency, for ally reason cease 
practicing pharmacy for a minilnun1 of 80 hours per calendar n10nth in Califon1ia, 
respondent lTIUst notify the board in writing within 10 days of cessation of the practice 
ofpharmacy or the resun1ption of the practice of pharmacy. Such periods oftin1e shall 
not apply to the reduction of the probation period. It is a violation of probation for 
respondent's probation to ren1ain tolled pursuant to the provisions of this condition for 
a period exceeding three years. 

"Cessation of practice" n1eans any period oftilne exceeding 30 days in which 
respondent is not engaged in the practice of pharmacy as defined in Section 4052 of 
the Business and Professions Code. 

14. Within 30 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent shall 
contact the Pharmacists Recovery Program for evaluation and shall successfully 
participate in and con1plete the treatment contract and any subsequent addendulTIs as 
recon1IDended and provided by the PRP and as approved by the board. The costs for 
PRP participation shall be ?Olne by the respondent. 

If respondent is cU1Tently enrolled in the PRP, said paliicipation is now 
n1andatory and is no longer considered a self-referral under Business and Professions 
Code section 4363, as of the effective date of this decision. Respondent shall 
successfully paliicipate in and con1plete his or her CU1Tent contract and any subsequent 
addendulns with the PRP. Probation shall be automatically extended until respondent 
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successfully completes his or her treatment contract. Any person terminated from the 
progran1 shall be automatically suspended upon notice by the board. Respondent may 
not resume the practice of phannacy until notified by the board in writing. The board 
shall retain jurisdiction to institute action to ternunate probation for any violation of 
this telTI1. 

15. Respondent, at his or her own expense, shall participate in randon1. 
testing, including but not limited to biological fluid testing (urine, blood), 
breathalyzer, hair follicle testing, or a drug screening progrmn approved by the board. 
The length of tin1e shall be for the entire probation period and the frequency of testing 
will be detern1ined by the board. At all times respondent shall fully cooperate with the 
board, and shall, when directed, submit to such tests and samples for the detection of 
alcohol, narcotics, hypnotics, dangerous drugs or other controlled substances. Failure 
to subnut to testing as directed shall constitute a violation of probation. Any 
confilmed positive drug test shall result in the imtnediate suspension of practice by 
respondent. Respondent n1ay not reSUlne the practice of phan11acy until notified by the 
board in writing. 

16. Respondent shall completely abstain from the possession or use of 
alcohol, controlled substances, dangerous drugs and their associated paraphen1alia 
except when the drugs are lawfully prescribed by a licensed practitioner as part of a 
docun1ented n1edical treatn1ent. Upon request of the board, respondent shall provide 
docun1entation froln the licensed practitioner that the prescription was legitiInately 
issued and is a necessary part of the treatment of the respondent. Respondent shall 
ensure that he or she is not in the presence of or in the same physical location as 
individuals who are using illicit substances even if respondent is not personally 
ingesting the drugs. 

17. If respondent violates probation in any respect, the board, after giving 
respondent notice and an opportunity to be heard, n1ay revoke probation and calTY out 
the disciplinary order which was stayed. If a petition to revoke probation or an 
accusation is filed against respondent during probation, the board shall have 
continuing jurisdiction and the period of probation shall be extended, until the petition 
to revoke probation or accusation is heard and decided. 

If respondent has not complied with any term or condition of probation, 
the board shall have continuing jurisdiction over respondent, and probation shall 
auton1atically be extended until all tem1S and conditions have been satisfied or the 
board has taken other action as deemed appropriate to treat the failure to cOlnply as a 
violation ofprobation, to tenninate probation, and to in1pose the penalty which was 
stayed. 
III 
III 
III 
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18. Upon successful completion of probation, respondent's license will be 
fully restored. 

Dated: July / g ,2005. 

~~~~ 
Administrative Law Judge 
Office of Administrative Heatings 
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BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

CHARLES JOI-IN STEIGLEDER, III 
18321 Clark Street 
Tarzana, CA 91356 

20715 Tulsa Street 
Chatswolih, CA 91311 

Phanl1acist License No. RPH 30300, 

Respondent. 

Case Number 2729 

OAR Number L2005010007 

DECISION 

The attached proposed Decision of the Adnunistrative Law Judge is hereby 
accepted and adopted by the Board of Pharn1acy as its Decision in the above-entitled n1atier. 

This Decision shall becon1e effective on September 16, 200:5 . 

IT IS SO ORDERED this 17th day of Augn s t, 2005 

. BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEP ARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

By 

Board President 
lcp 
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BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General 
of the State of California 

ERLINDA G. SHRENGER, State Bar No. 155904 
Deputy Attonley General 

Califonua Department of Justice 
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-5794 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for COlnp lainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

CHARLES JOHN STEIGLEDER, III 
18321 Clark Street 
Tarzana, CA 91356 

20715 Tulsa Street 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 

Phanllacist License No. RPH 30300 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2729 

ACCUSATION 

Conlplainant alleges: 


PARTIES 


1. Patricia F. Harris (Colnplainant) brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Phannacy, Department of Consunler 

Affairs. 

2. On or about June 14, 1976, the Board ofPhannacy issued Phannacist 

License No. RPH 30300 to Charles John Steigleder, III (Respondent). The phannacist license 

was in full force and effect at all titnes relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on 

May 31, 2005, unless renewed. 

III 

III 
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JURISDICTION 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board ofPhannacy (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 4301 states, in part: 

"The board shall take action against any holder of a license who is guilty of 

unprofessional conduct or whose license has been procured by fraud or misrepresentation or 

issued by n1istake. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but is not lhnited to, any of the 

following: 

"(h) The adlninistering to oneself, of any controlled substance, or the use of any 

dangerous drug or of alcoholic beverages to the extent or in a maImer as to be dangerous or 

injurious to oneself, to a person holding a license under this chapter, or to any other person or to 

the public, orto the extent that the use impairs the ability of the person to conduct with safety to 

the public the practice authorized by the license." 

5. Section 4327 states: "Any person who, while on duty, sells, dispenses or 

con1pounds any dlUg while under the influence of any dangerous drug or alcoholic beverages 

shall be guilty of a n1isden1eanor." 

6. Section 118(b) provides that the suspension, expiration, or forfeiture by 

operation of law of a license does not deprive the Board of authority or jurisdiction to institute or 

continue with disciplinary action against the license or to order suspension or revocation of the 

license, during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued or 

reinstated. 

7. Section 125.3 provides, in part, that the Board may request the 

adn1inistrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have cOlmnitted a violation or violations 

of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case. 
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DEFINITIONS 

8. Te111aZepanl (brand nanle: Restoril) is classified as a Schedule IV 

controlled substance under Health and Safety Code section 11507. It l11etabolizes into Oxazepall1 
! 

(a sleeping aid Inedication) .. 


FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 


(Unprofessional Conduct) 


9. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4301, 

subdivision (h), and section 4327, on the grounds ofunprofessional· conduct. On or about August 

13,2003, Respondent, while employed as a licensed phannacist at the Tarzana-Encino Regional 

Medical. Center Pharmacy, reported to work as a phannacist while under the influence of alcohol. 

Another employee smelled alcohol on Respondent's breath and reported him to the Phannacist ­

in-Charge, Steven Kozel. Respondent took a blood test on August 13,2003. He tested positive 

for "Alcohol, Ethyl", "Oxazepam", and "Temezepam". 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein 

alleged, and that'following the hearing, the Board ofPh~acy issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Phannacist License No. RPH 30300, issued to 

Charles John Steigleder, III; 

2. Ordering Charles John Steigleder, ill to pay the Board ofPharmacy the 

reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: _1'+-t-H9,t:.....;;;..o~1___ 

PATRICIA F. HARRIS 
Executive Officer 
Board of Phannacy 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 

60051076.wpd 
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