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Statement Regarding Improper Prescribing of Medications  

Related to  Treatment for Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)  

The California Department of Consumer Affairs (DCA) is aware of recent news and social media 
reports of prescribers wrongfully hoarding and prescribing for themselves and family members 
certain medications referenced in the media relating to the novel coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Several states have recently issued emergency restrictions on how the drugs can be dispensed. 
Many require that medications be prescribed and dispensed only to patients with a legitimate 
and current medical condition. Further, the FDA recently issued an Emergency Use 
Authorization to allow for the use of hydroxychloroquine sulfate and chloroquine phosphate 
products donated by the Strategic National Stockpile for certain hospitalized patients with 
COVID-19. 

DCA, the Medical Board of California, and the California State Board of Pharmacy remind health 
care professionals that inappropriately prescribing or dispensing medications constitutes 
unprofessional conduct in California. Prescribers and pharmacists are obligated to follow the 
law, standard of care, and professional codes of ethics in serving their patients and public 
health. 
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