
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

KRISTINA LUREE BINGHAM 
501 Mussel Shoals 
Lake Shasta, CA 96019 
Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 
108081 

Respondent. 

Case No. 5661 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order is hereby adopted by the Board 

ofPharmacy, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in this matter. 

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00p.m. on July 28, 2016. 

It is so ORDERED on June 28, 2016. 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

By 
Amy Gutierrez, Pharm.D. 
Board President 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
KENT D. HARRis 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
STEPHANIEALAMO-LATIF 
Deputy_ Attorney General 
State Bar No. 283580 

1300 I Street, Suite 125 
P.0. Box 944255 
Sacramento, CA. 94244-2550 
Telephone: (916) 327-6819 
Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 
E-mail: Stephanie.AlamoLatif@doj.ca.gov 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

KRISTINA LUREE BINGHAM 
501 Mussel Shoals 
Lake Shasta, CA 96019 

Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 
108081 

Resp<;>rident. 

Case No. 5661 

STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 
LICENSE AND ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Virginia Herold ("Complainant") is the Executive Officer of the Board ofPharmacy 

("Board"), Department of Consumer Affairs. She brought this action solely in her official 

capacity and is represented in this matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of 

California, by Stephanie Alamo-Latif, Deputy Attorney General. 

2. Kristina Luree Bingham ("Respondent") is representing herself in this proceeding and 

has chosen not to exercise her right to be represented by counsel. 

1 

Stipulated Surrender ofL1cen,se (Case No. 5661) 

mailto:Stephanie.AlamoLatif@doj.ca.gov


5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

i 
I 
I 


i 
i 
I 

i 
I 

l 
I 

l 

l 

:::j 

1 

2 

3 

4 

. 6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 ·

14 

16 

17 

18 

19' 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27

28 

-·\ 

 

 

-

3. On or about March 4, 2011, the Board issued Original Pharmacy Technician 

Registration No. TCH 108081 to Respondent. The Pharmacy Technician Registration was in full 

force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 5661 and will 
expire on April30, 2018, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4. .Accusation No. 5661 was filed before the Board and is currently pending against 

Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were properly served 

on Respondent on April8, 2016. Respondent timely filed her Notice ofDefense contesting the 

Accusation. A copy ofAccusation No. 5661 is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated by 

reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations in 

Accusation No. 5661. Responaen:ralso lias carefi.illy reaa, an-a-tmaerstands the effects of this- ­

Stipulated Surrender of License and Order. 

6. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation;. the right to be represented by counsel, at 

her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to 

present evidence and to testify on her own be~alf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to 

compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right' to reconsideration 

and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California 

Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

7. Respo~dent voluntarily, knowingly, ~d intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 


CULPABILITY 


8. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. 5661, agrees that cause exists for discipline and hereby surrep.ders her Pharmacy Tec~cian 

Registration No. TCH 108081 for the Board's formal acceptance. 
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9. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation she enables the Board to issue 

an order accepting the surrender ofher Original Pharmacy Technician Registration without 

further process. 

CONTINGENCY 

10. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board ofPhannacy. Respondent 

understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board ofPharmacy may 

communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or 

participation by Respondent By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that. 

she may not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board 

considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, 

the Stipulated Surrender and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this 

paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the Board shall not 

be disqualified from furtlier action 15yliaving consiclerecl-·tl:J.J.s-matter. 

11. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF), facsimile 


and/or electronic copies of this Stipulated Surrender of License and Order, including PDF, 


facsimile, and/or electronic signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the 


originals. 


12. This Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of their agreement: 

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

negotiations, a.l).d commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order 

may not be altered, amended, modified, supplemented, or otherwise changed except by a writing 

executed by an authorized representative of each of the parties. 

13. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following Order: 

3 

Stipulated Surrender ofLicense (Case No. 5661) 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

--i 

\ 

I 

I 

j 
i 
l 

ORDER· 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 108081, 

·issued to Respondent Kristina Luree Bingham, is surrendered and accepted by the Board of 

Phannacy. 

1. The surrender ofRespondent's Pharmacy Technician Registration and the acceptance 

of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline against 

Respondent. This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part of 

Respondent's license history with the Board of Pharmacy. 

2. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a pharmacy technician in California 

as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order. 

3. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pocket license and, if one was 

issued, her wall certificate on or before the effective date ofthe Decision and Ord~r. 

4. If she ever applies for llcensure or petitionsforreinstatement in the State of ·· 

California, the Board shall treat it as ·a new application for licensure. Respondent stipulates that 

should she apply for any license from the board on or after the effective date ofthis decision, all 

allegations set forth in the accusation shall be deemed to be true, correct and admitted by 

respondent when the board determines whether to grant or deny the application. 

· Respondent shall satisfy all requirements applicable to that license as of the date the 


application is submitted to· the board, including, but not limited to certification by a nationally 


recognized body prior to the issuance of a new license. Respondent is required to report this 


surrender as disciplinary action. 


5. Respondent shall pay the agency its costs of investigation and enforcement in the 


amount of $5,774.25 prior to issuance of a new or reinstated license. 


6. If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, or 

petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licensing agency in the State of 

California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation, No. 5661 shall be deemed 

to be true; correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement ofissues or any 

other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure. 
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7. Respondent shall not apply for licensure o:r:·petition for r~instatement for three (3) 

years from the effective date ofthe Board ofPhar.macy's Decision and Order. 

ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully xead the Stipulated SUITender ofLicense and Order. I understand the 

stipulation and the effect it will have on my Pharmacy Technician Registration. I enter into this 

Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Orde:r voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to 

be bound by the Decision and Order ofthe Board of Pharmacy. 

DATED~ 

ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Surr~nder ofLicense and O:rder is hereby respectfully submitted 

fo:r consideration by the Board ofPharmacy of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 

Dated: Respectfully submitted, 

KAMALA D. HARRis 
Attorney General ofCalifornia 
KENT D. HAR.Rrs 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

STEPHANIE ALAMo~LATIF 
Deputy Attorney Ge:ue:ral 
Attorneysfor Complainant 
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7. Respondent shall n?t apply for licensure or petition for reinstatement for three (3) 

years from the effective date of the Board of Pharmacy's Decision and Order. 

ACCEPTANCE 

.I hav~ carefully read the Stipulated Surrender of License and Order. I understand the 

stipulation and the effect it will have on my Pharmacy Technician Registration. I enter into this 

Stipulated Surrender of License and Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to 

be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board ofPharmacy. 

DATED: 

KRISTINA LUREE BINGHAM 
Respondent 

ENDORSEMENT 

The-Toregoing-Stipulated-Surrender-ef-Lieense-and-Qrdel'is hereby respectfully submitted· 

for consideration by the Board ofPhannacy of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 

Dated: 1 J ~ I/ {fJ . Respectfully submitted, 

KAMALA D. HARRis 
Attorney General of California 

· ~-r:J.?-~IS . 
Supervi$g Deputy Attome General 
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KAMALA D. HARRis
Attorney-General of California
KENT D. HARRis 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General 

STEPHANIE ALAMo-LATIF
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 283580 

· 1300 I Street, Suite 125 -:~ 

P.O. Box·944255 

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 327-6819 · 

Facsimile: (916) 327-8643 


Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMERAFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ofthe Accusation Against: 


r:;a
~~s~~~EBINGHAM. 

K-e-s1fasta-ek960t9 

r=~•cy Technician Registration No. TCH

Respondent.

Case No. 5661 

A-G-G-U-S-A-TI 0 N 

 

' . 

·Virginia Herold («Complainant'') alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Complainant brings this Accusation solely inher official' capacity as the Executive 

Officer of the Board ofPhari:nacy ("Board"), Department of Consumer Affairs.

2. On or about March 4, 2Q11, the Board issued :Pb.!'lffilacy Technician Registration Number 

TCH 108081 to Krist:illa Luree B~gham. ("ResPondent''). The pharmacy technician. registration 

was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on 

Apri130, 2016, unless renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 


3. Business and Professions Code ("Code") section 43 00 states, in p~rtinent part: 

(a) Every license issued may be suspended or revoked. 

. · . (b) 'I,'he board shall discipline the holder of any license issued by the bo~d, 
·whose default has been entered or whose case has been heard·oy the board ari.d found 
guilty, by any.ofthe following methods: · · 

(1) Suspen<lingjudg1t1.ent. 

(2) Placing him or her upon probation. 

(3) Susp~nd.ing bis or her right to practice for a period not exceyding one year . 

(4) Revoking bis or her license . 

(5) Taking any other action in relation to disciplining !rim or her as the board in 
its discretion may deem proper ... 

4. Code section 4300.1 states: 

-----!Tb:e-expiration,-caneellation,-fGrfeiture,-or-suspension of a board-issued Jicens~ __ 
by operation oflaw or by order or decision ofthe board or a court oflaw, th~ 
placement of a license on a retired status, or the voluntary surrender of a lic.ense by a 
licensee shall not deprive the board ofjurisdiction to commence or proceed with any 
investigation of, or action or disciplinary proceeding against, the licensee or to render 
a decision suspending or revoking the license.

5. Code ~ection 4011 states, :in pertinent part, that the Board shall administer 

and enforce both Pharmacy,Law [Bus. & Prof: Code section 4000 et seq.] and the Uniform 

Controlled Substances Act [Health & Safety Code section 11000 et seq.] . 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

:·6. Code section 4301 states, inpertinent part: 

, · 1 · · ·. The board shall take action aga.lnst any holder of a license wh~ is guilty,·of· · 

unprofessional condu<?t or whose license has been :procured by fraud o! .. .. : . 

misrepresentation or issued by mistake. Unpro.fesswnal conduct shall mc1ude, but 1s 

not limited to, any ofthe following: 


(f) The commission of any act involving moral turpi:tude, dishonesty, 

fraud, deceit, or corruption, whether the act is co:romitted m the course of 

relations as a licensee or otherwise, and whether the act is a felony or 

misdemeanor or not. 
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. . (h) The adiiliDistering to oneself, of any controlled substanc.e, or the use 
of any dangerous drug or of alcoholic ·beverages to the extent or in a mrumer 
as to be dangero~ or injurious to oneself, to a person holding a license under 
this chapter, or to any other person or to the public, or to the extent that the 
use :impairs the ability of the person to conduct with safety to the public the 
practice authorized by the license." · 

~J, ~· .· 

(j) The violation of any of the statutes ofthls state, or any other state, or of the 
United States regulating controlled substances .and dangerous drugs. 

. (o) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting in or· 
abetting the violation of or consp:iring to violate any provision or term ofthis chapter 
or of the applicable federal and state laws and regulations governing pharmacy, 
including regulations established bythe board or by any other state or federal 
regulatory agency. · 

n~------'~=':Gontr:~:::::.:,~ listedil,Qhajjter2 (co;nmencingwi!)t section 

11053) ofDivision 10 of·the Health and Safety Code.'' 

8. .Code section 4022 states: 

·"Dangerous drug" or "dangerous device" means any drug or device unsafe for 
self-use in humans or an:imals, and includes the following: · 

(a) Any drug that bears the legend: "Caution: federal law prohibit:=; dispensing 
without prescription, n "Rx only," or words ofsimilar import. · . 

(b) .Any device that bears the statement: "Caution: federal law restricts this 
device to sale by or on the order of a ___," "Rx only, 11 or words of similar :import, 
the blank 1o be filled in with the designation ofthe practitioner licensed to use or 
order use ofthe device. 

(c) . Jill.y other drug or device thcit by federal or state law can be lawfully 
dispensed only onprescription or furnished Pl!ISUant to Section 4006. 

.. .. . ') ~ 

.~- J •• •• 

9. Code section 4059 states inpertinent part: 


"No person shall furnish any dangerous drog, except upon the prescription of a physician, 


dentist, podiatrist, optometrist, or veterinarian ..." 


to. Code section4060 states in pertinent part: 


No person shall po~sess any controlled substance, except that furnished to a 
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(KRIST!NALUREE BlliGHAM) ACCUSATION I 

speci:fi.ed :in subdiviSion (h) ofSec:tionJl056, Q:r (2).any controlled substances classified in 
Schedule m, N, or V which is a narcotic drug, unless upon the written prescription ofa ·· 
physici~ dentist, podiatrist, or veterinarian licensed to p;ractice in this state, shall be 
punished by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 of the Penal Code." 

COST RECOVERY 

14. Code section 125.3 provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed t1ie reasonable costs of the investigation and 

person upon the prescription of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist, · 
veterinarian, or naturopathic doctor pursuant to Section 3640.7, or furnished pursuant 
to a drug order issued by a certified nurse-midwife pursuant to Section 2746.51, a 
nurse practitioner pursuant to Section 2836.1, or a physician assistant pursuant to 
Section 3502:1, or naturopathic doctor pursuant to Section 3640.5, or a pharmacist 
pursuant to e1ther subparagraph (D) ofparagraph (4) of, or clause (iv) of 
subparagraph (A) ofparagraph (5) of, subdivision (a) of·Section 4052. 

. ~ ; 

11. Health and Safety Code section 11170 states,. "No person shall prescribe, administer, 

or furnish a controlled sub~tance for hlms~1.f.•;.. , , 

12. · ~ealth and ~afety Code section 11173(a), states: 

(a) No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain controlled substances, or 
procure or attempt to procure the adnllnistration of or prescription for controlled 
substances, (1) by fra-q.d, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge; or (2) by the 
concealment of a material fact. . 

13. 	 Health and Safety Code section 11350, subdivision (a) provides, that·"except as 
otherwise provided ·in this division, every person who possesses (1) any controlled 
substance as specified in subdivision (b) or (c), or paragraph (14), (15), or (20) of 
subdivision (d) of Section 11054< or specified in subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 11055, or 

 

enforcement of the case . 

DRUGS 

15. Ambien, a trade name for zolpidem, is a Schedule N :.controlle'd substance as 

design,ated by Health and Safety Code section 11057(d)(3~), and a: d~gerous dru:g .pursuant to 

Code section4022. 

16. Clonazepam is a Schedule IV controlled substance as designated by Health and 

Safety Code section 11057(d)(7), and a dangerous drug pursuant to Code section4022.­

17. Diazepam, is a Schedule IV controlled substance as des~gnated by Health and Safety 

Code section 11057 ( d)(9), and a dangerous drug pursua:rlt to Code section 4022. 
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· 18. .Lorazepam is a Schedule IV controlled substance as defined by Health and Safety 

Code section:1057(d)(16), and a dangerous drug pursuant to Code section 4022. 

19. Norco is a brand ofhydrocodone bitartrate and aceta:rninophen, is designateda 

Sc~ed'ule ill controll~d substance }Jy Health and Safyty Code section 11056(e)(4), and is a 
~ 	 .:• 

dangerous drug pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4022. It.is d~signated a· .. . . 	 . 
SC?l;l.edule II controlled substance by the Code ofFederal Regulations, Title',21, ~ection . 
1308.12(b)(1)(vi). 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

20. At the time ofthe events set forth herein, Respondent worked as a Pharmacy 

Technician at'CVS Pharmacy#3911 C'CVS"), located at 1060 E. <?ypress Avenue, Redding, 


California. 


21. On or about. March 10, 2015, in the course of an investigation :into drug shortages by 


--8-VS-management,-Respondent-admittedtb.at_betwe~n :in or_a.round September 2014· and February 

2015, while working as a phannacy technician at CVS she stole from CVS clonazepam, 

lorazepam., zolpidem, and hydrocodone/acetaminophen for her own personal use. In a subsequent 

ln.terview on or about July 15,2015, Respondent admitted to a Board investigator that she stole 
. . 

from CVS while working there as a pharmacy technician, diazepam, clonazepam, lorazepam, 

zolpidem, and hydrocodone/ acetaminophen for her own personal use. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE ·

(Moral Turpitude, Dishonesty, Corruption) 

22. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action for unprofessional conduct pursuant 

·: ...  ,::::::~~:·.::.::~:::::::::~::.1::::::::::··.
corruption, as set forlh ab.ove in paragraphs 20 and 21. 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unlawful Possession of Controlled Substances) 

23. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action for unprofessional conduct pursuant 

to Code section 4301, subdivision G) and 4060 1n that between sometime unknown 1n 2014 and  
(KRISTINA L'l!REE BINGHAM) ACCUSATION 
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(KRISTINA LOREE BlliGHAM) ACCUSATION 

. . 
February2015, Respondent possessed controlled substances (diazepam, clonazepam, lorazepam, 

zolpidem, and hydrocodone/ acetaminophen) without authorization or a valid prescription 

therefor, as set forth above inparagraphs 20 and 21. 

THIRD CAUSE FORDISCIPLINE 


(Unla~'"" Se~-Administration of Controlled Substances) 

•! 

24 . Respondent"!~ S"\lpject to aiscipline under Code section 4301, subdivision (h), in 

that on multiple instances between sometime unknown in 2014 and February 2015, Respondent 

administered to herself controlled substances (diazepam, clonazepam, lorazepam, zolpidem, and 

hydrocodone/ aceta:minoph~n) without ~prescription, as more fully set forth. above inparagraphs 

20and21. 

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unlawful Furnishing of Contro~ed Substances) 

2~-.-Respondent-is-subject to discipline_und.erC_Qd.©__l:lecti.ons 4301, subdivision G), and 

section 4059, in that on multiple instance between sometime unknown in 2014. and February 

2015, Respondent furnished to herself controlled substances and dangerous drugs (dia.Zepam, 

clonazepam, lorazepam, zolpidem, and hydrocodone/ acetaminophen) without. a valid 

prescription, as more fully set. forth above in paragraphs 20 and 21 . 

. FIFTH CAUSE FORDISCIPLINE 

(Violation of Statutes Regulating Controlled Substances and Dangerous Drugs) 

26. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Cod~ section 4301, 

sub~vision G), on the grounds ofunprofessional conduct, in that, between sometime unknown in 

2014 and February 2015, while on duty as· a registered pharmacy technician at CVS, Respondent · 

violated statutes regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs, as follows: 
i 

a. Health & Safety Code ~ection 11170: ·Respondent furnished and administered to 

herself, clonazepam, ~azepam, lorazepam, zolpidem, and hydrocodone/acetaminopb.en. 


·b. Health & Safety Code section 11173, subdivision (a): Respondent obtained 


clonazepam, diazepam, lorazepam, zolpidem, and hydrocodone/acetaminophen, controlled 
substances and dangerous drugs, by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge. 

http:hydrocodone/acetaminopb.en
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c. Health & Safety Code section 11350, sub~ivision (a): Respondent possessed 

clonazepam, diazepam, lorazepam, zolpidem, andhydrocodone~acetaminophen, controlled

substances, without authorization or a valid order or prescription therefor. 

SIXTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE . · 

(VIolating Laws and Regulations Governing Pharmacy)

27. Respondent is subject to discipline under Code se¢tion 4301, subdivision (o), on the 

grounds ofunprofessional conduct, in that, between sometime unknown in 2014.and February 

2015, Respondent violated the laws and regulations governing pharmacy, as set forth above in

paragraphs 20 through 26, and their subparts. 

PRAYER

. WHEREFORE, Complairi.ant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein 

alleged, _and that following the hearing, the Board ofPharmacy issue a decision: 

•-~--'11-.-·-Revoking-er-suspending-P.harm.acy-TechniCianRegistratimlNo, TCH 108081, is§1J.ed 

to Kristina Luree Bingham; 

2 . Ordering Kristina Luree Bingham to pay the Board ofPharmacy the reasonable costs 

of the investigation and enforcement ofthis case, pursuant to Business.and Professions Code 

section 125.3; ~;~TI.d,

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. ·

~/19}, .__________________ 
DATED: 
VIRG HEROLD

Executive Officer 

Board ofPharmacy 
Department of Consu:iher Affairs 

State of California 

Complainant 
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