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BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 5649 

DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 

SARAH MICHELLE WENTWORTH 
2622 Wilson Avenue #4 [Gov. Code, §11520] 
Redding, CA 96002 
Original Pharmacy Technician Registration 
No. TCH 106086 

Respondent. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On or about February 19, 2016, Complainant Virginia K. Herold, in her official 

capacity as the Executive Officer of the California Bom·d of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer 

Affairs, filed Accusation No. 5649 against Sarah Michelle Wentworth (Respondent) before the 

Board of Pharmacy. (Accusation attached as Exhibit A.) 

2. On or about October 12,2010, the Board of Pharmacy (Board) issued Original 

Pharmacy Teclmician Registration No. TCH 106086 to Respondent. The Original Pharmacy 

Technician Registration was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in 

Accusation No. 5649 and expired on February 29, 2016. This lapse in licensure, however, 
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pursuant to Business and Professions Code sections 4300.1 does not deprive the Board of its 

authority to institute or continue this disciplinary proceeding. 

3. On or about March 14,2016, Respondent was served by Certified and First Class 

Mail copies of the Accusation No. 5649, Statement to Respondent, Notice of Defense, Request 

for Discovery, and Discovery Statutes (Government Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and 

1I507.7) atRespondent's addfess-ofrecofd-which-;pursuanrti')Bi.isiriess-and Professions Code 
section 4100, is required to be reported and maintained with the Board. Respondent's address of 

record was and is: 

2622 Wilson A venue #4 
Redding, CA 96002 

4. Service of the Accusation was effective as a matter of law under the provisions of 

Government Code section 11505, subdivision (c) and/or Business & Professions Code section 

124. 

5. Government Code section 11506( c) states, in pertinent part: 

(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hearing on the merits if the respondent 
files a notice of defense . . . and the notice shall be deemed a specific denial of all 
parts of the accusation ... not expressly admitted. Failure to file a notice of defense 
... shall constitute a waiver of respondent's right to a hearing, but the agency in its 
discretion may nevertheless grant a hearing. 

6. Respondent failed to file a Notice ofDefense within 15 days after service upon her of 

the Accusation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the merits of Accusation No. 5649. 

7. California Government Code section 11520( a) states, in pertinent part: 

-- - -- ··ca:riftheresponcienteitlier-failSto-file-a:noticeofdefense~ :~--orfc1appeaia:C 

the hearing, the agency may take action based upon the respondent's express 

admissions or upon other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence without 

any notice to respondent .... 


8. Pursuant to its authority under Government Code section 11520, the Board finds 

Respondent is in default. The Board will take action without further hearing and, based on the 

relevant evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this matter, as well as 

taking official notice of all the investigatory reports, exhibits and statements contained therein on 

file at the Board's offices regarding the allegations contained in Accusation No. 5649, finds that 
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the charges and allegations in Accusation No. 5649, are separately and severally, found to be true 

and correct by clear and convincing evidence. 

9. Taking official notice of its own internal records, pursuant to Business and 

Professions Code section 125.3, it is hereby determined that the reasonable costs for Investigation 

and Enforcement is $1,270.00 as of April6, 2016. 

... -- - - DETERMINA.TIONOFISSUES-·· 

1. Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Respondent Sarah Michelle Wentworth has 

subjected her Original Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 106086 to discipline. 

2. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default. 

3. The Board of Pharmacy is authorized to revoke Respondent's Original Pharmacy 

Technician Registration based upon the following violations alleged in the Accusation which are 

supported by the evidence contained in the Default Decision Evidence Packet in this case: 

4. Respondent violated Business and Professions Code section 4301(1) and (f), on the 

grounds of unprofessional conduct, in that Respondent committed crimes that are substantially 

related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of a licensed pharmacy technician, as follows: 

a. On or about April24, 2015, in a criminal proceeding entitled People v. Sarah 

Michelle Wentworth, Superior Court of California, County of Shasta, Case No. MC RD CRTR 

15-0001564, Respondent was convicted by the court on her plea of no contest to violating 

Vehicle Code section 23152(a) (driving under the influence of alcohol), a misdemeanor. The 

circumstances of the crime are that on or about Febnmry 13, 2015, an officer with the Redding 

Police Department detained Respondent, who drove her vehicle the wrong way down a one-way 

street. The officer observed that Respondent's eyes were red and watery, her speech was slurred, 

and the strong odor of an alcoholic beverage emitted from her vehicle. Respondent told the 

officer she consumed a beverage containing vodka. Respondent was unable to perform field 

sobriety tests as explained and demonstrated. Respondent's breath alcohol content was 

.13%/.12%, and her blood alcohol content was .16% .. 

b. On ot about September 9, 2015, in a criminal proceeding entitled People v. 

Sarah Michelle Wentworth, Superior Court of California, County of Shasta, Case No. MC RD 
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CRF 15-0003992, Respondent was convicted by the court on her plea of no contest to violating 

Penal Code section 503 (embezzlement of over $950), a felony. Respondent was ordered to pay 

fines, fees, and victim restitution in the amount of$3,000. 1 The circumstances of the crime are 

that between February 2015 and March 2015, Respondent stole at least $3,000 from a gas station 

while working as a cashier. 

- -- S. -- R:espondenn'iolafed BUsinessaiid Professioni(Code section-43(JT{h),-inl:hat on or- ­

about February 13,2015, Respondent used alcoholic beverages in a manner dangerous or 


injurious to herself and others, as more fully set forth in paragraph 4, subparagraph a, above. 


ORDER 


IT IS SO ORDERED that Original Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 106086, 


heretofore issued to Respondent Sarah Michelle Wentworth, is revoked. 


Pursuant to Government Code section 11520, subdivision (c), Respondent may serve a 

written motion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds relied on within 

seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion may 

vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defined in the statute. 

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00p.m. on hme 9, 2016. 

It is so ORDERED on May 10,2016. 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

By 
Amy Gutierrez, Pharm.D. 

Board President 

1 Restitution was reduced to $2,472.22 as Respondent forfeited to the gas station the last 
paycheck received as partial restitution. The court ordered that upon payment of all fees, fines, 
and restitution, the felony would be reduced to a misdemeanor. 
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Exhibit A: Accusation 
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Exhibit A 
Accusation 

(SARAH MICHELLE WENTWORTH) 



K.AMALAD. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
JANICEK. LACHMAN 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
MALISSA N. S!EMANTEL 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 240157 

1300 I Street, Suite 125 
P.O. Box 944255
Sacra-mento;cA--94244--25-50____ ------------------- --------
TelephQne: (916) 327-7855 

Facsimile: (916) 324-5567 


Attorneysfor Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF C,U,IFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No: 5649 

SARAH MICHELLE WENTWORTH 
2622 Wilson Avenue #4 
Redding, CA 96002 ACCUSATION. 

Original Pharmacy Technician Registration 
No. TCH l06086 

. " .. Respondent. 

Virgii:lia:Re:rold ("Complainant") alleges: 

PARTIES 

I. Complainant brings this Accusation solely in her official capacity as the Executive. 

Offi~er of the Board of Pharmacy ("Board"), Departni.ent of Consumer Affairs. 

____ Origlllal ~ha!ma_~Teclmic~a_nRe~::istEll_ti~n~·_._~. 

· 2. On or eybout October 12, 201.0, the Board issued Original Phan11acy Technician 

Registration Number TCH 106086 to Sarah \V(ichelle Wentworth ("Respondent"). The original 

pharmacy ted1nician regis!Tation was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges 

brought her.ein and will expire on February 29, 2016;.tmless renewed. 

Ill 

Ill 

Ill 

. 1 
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JURISDICTION 

3. Business and Professions Code ("Co.de") section 4300 states, in pertinent part: 

(a) Every license issued may be suspended. ~r revoked: 

(b) The board shall discipline the holder of any license issued by the board, 
whose default has been entered ·or whose case has been. heard by the board and found 
$1Jilty,byan)I_Ofthe_following l!leth~ds:____ 

(1) Suspending judgment. 

(2) Placing him or her upon probation. 

(3) Suspending his or her right to practice for a period not exceeding one year. 

(4) Revoking his or her license. 

(5) Taking any other action in relation to disciplining him or her as the board in 
its discretion may deem proper ... 

4. Code section 4300.1 states: 

The expiration, cancellation, f~rfeiture; -or-suspension ofa board-issued license 
by operation of law or by order or decision ofthq board or a court of law, the 
placement of"alicense on aretired statUs, or tlie vol'uritary surrender of a license by a 
licensee shall not deprive the board of jurisdiction to commence or proceed with any 
investigation of, or action 0r disciplinary proceeding against, the licensee or to render 
a decision suspending or revoking th~ license. 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

5. · Code section4301 states, in pertinent part: 

The·board ·shall take action against any holder of a license who is guilty of 
unprofessional conduct or whose license has been procured by fraud or 
misrepresentatipn or issued by mistake. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but is 
not limited to, any of the tb!lowing:

·,,. . . 

--- -----(f) -The-commission--or-anyact invo lving-morai-turpitude,-dishonesty, fraud;---­
<leceit, or co!l:~ption, whether: the act'is committed in· the course ofrelations-as a · 
licensee or otherwise, and whether the act is a felony or misdemeanor or not. 

(h) The administeJ;"ing to oneself, of any controlled substance, or the use of any 
dangerous drug or of alcohollc beverages to the extent or in a manner as to be · 
dangerous or injurious to oneself, to a person holding a license under this chapter, or 
to any other perso!l Qr to the public, or to the extent that the use .impairs the ability of 
the person to conduct with safety to the "publia the practice authorized by the license. 

(1) The conviction of a crime substantially re!atei:t t.o the qu~lifications,
functions, and duties o.f a lice!lsee und~r this chapter. The record of conviction of a 
violation ofChapter 13 ( qommencing with Section .801) of Title 21 of the United 
States Code regulating controlled substances or of a violation ofthe statutes of this 
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state regulating controlled substances or dangerous dntgs shall be conclusive 
evidence ofunprofessional conduct. In all other cases, the record of conviction shall 
be conclusive evidence only ofthe fact that the conviction occun·ed. The board may 
inquire into the. circumstances surmi.mding the commis,sion'ofthe crime, in order to 
fix the degree. of discipline or, iJ:1 the case.qf.a ~onviction not in:volving controlled 
substances or dangerous drugs, to detenrtine if the conviction is of ah offense 
substantiallY, related to the qualifications, functions, and duties of a licensee under this 
chapter. ·A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction following· a plea of nolo · ·. 
contendere is deemed to be a conviction within-the meaning of this provision. The 

·boardmaymke actimrwhen-the-tinwforappeal-has-elapsed,-or-the-judgment-of- · 
conviction has been'affrrriled on appeal or when an order granting· probation is made 
suspending the imposition ofsentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under 
Section 1203.4 .ofthe Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw his or her plea of 
guilty and to enter a plea of not· guilty; or setting aside .the verdict ofguilty, or · 
dismissing the accusation, informati?n, or indictment. 

6. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1770, states: 

For the purpose of denial, suspension, or revocation of a personal or facility 
license pursuant to Division 1.5 (commencing with Section 475) of the Business and 
Professions Code, a crime or act shall be considered substantially related to the 
qualifications, functions or duties of a licensee .or registrant if to· a substantial degree 
it evidences present or potential unfitness of.a licensee or registrant to perform the 
functipns authorized by his license or registration in a manner consistent with the · 
public health, safety, or welfare. . ' · · . . . , . . . 

. COST RECOVERY 

7. Cod~ section 125.3 provides; i~.p~rtinent'p~rt;:that the Boar.ci ma;: request the 

administrative law judge to direct ali~entiate fou~d to have .. committed a 'violation or violations of 
.......:. 
 ' 

the lic.ensing act to pay.a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs.ofthe investigation and ... 
.,; .. 

enforcem~nt ofthe.case, witli failure of the licentiate to comply subjecting the license to not being 

renewed.or reinstated . .Ifa case .settles, recovery of investig~tion and e~fo~cement costs !hay be . . .. ' 

'included in .a ~tip1.1lated ·settlement. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE · 
---- ----------- -,------------- --•---------- ­

(Criminal Convictions) 

8.. · Respond~nt is subject to disciplina~ 'acti~n pursuant to c'ode section 4301(1), on the 

grounds ohmpr~fessional conduct; in that. R~sp~rtde~t omiu,;itted.crimes that are substantially 

related to thequalific~tions, functions,' and d,;ties ofa licens~d pharmacy technician, as f6llows: 

a. On or about April24, 2015, in a crimina\.proc~e.ding entitled People v. Sarah 
, ' ' ' r , ' , ' 

Michelle Wentworth, Superior Court of Cali~ornia, Co.unty of Shasta, Case No: MC RD CRTR 

15-0001564, Resp9ndent was convicted by·the court on: her plea of no contest tQ violating 

3 

'· 

,, 

http:renewed.or


- - --------
5 

10 

15 

20 

------------

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

]2 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 

Vehicle Code section 23152(a) (driving under the influence ofalcoho1), a misdemeanor. The 

circumstances oftl;le crime are that on or about February 13, 2015, an officer with the Redding 

Pollee Department detained Respondent, who drove her vehicle the wrong way down a one-way 
•·.· ' • • ' . ' . ' .• ' . ,1. . • 

street. The officer observed that Respondent's eyes were r.ed anti watery, her speech was slurred, 
•,•' 

and the strong odor of an alooholic bev~rage emitted from her vehicle. Respondent told the 


officer she cons~Jmed a be~~r~ge. ~~~t~~~~~~cika.. iesp~~dent ,;,as ~able~~~erf;~ field 

. . '. . 

sobriety tests as explained and demonstrated .. Respondent's .breath alcohol content was 
. . 

.13%/.12%, and her blood alcohol content'w~~ . .16%. 

b. ·On or about September 9, 2015, in a criminal proceeding entitled People v. Sarah 

·.Michelle Wentworth, Superior Court of California, County of Shasta, Case. No. MC RD CRF 

· 15-0003992, Respondent was convicted by the court on her plea ofno contest to violating Penal 

Code section 503 (embezzlement of over $950), a felony. Respondent was ordered to pay fmes, 

fees, and victim restitution in the amoll:nt of$3;000. 1 TJ:!e ciirbumstances ofthe crime are that 

between February 2015 ·and March 2015, Respondent stole at .least $3,000 from agas station 

while working as a cashier. 

•'. .SECOND'CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Acts Involving Moral Turpitude, Dishmiesty, Fraud, Deceit, .or Corruption) 

9. .Respond.ent is sttbject to disciplinarY acti'mi'pursuantto 'Code section 4301 (f), for 

'unprofessional conduct, in that.Re3pondent committed acts· of moral turpitude, dishonesty, fraud, 

dec~it, or conuption; as set· forth in,paragraph S,.subparagraph b, above. 

·. THIRD CAUSE·FORDISCIPLINE. · 


·· (Use of Alcohbl Beverages in aDarigerous'or Injurious Manner) 


10. · Respondent is subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Code section 4301(h), in that 

on or about Febmary 13,2015, Respondent used alcoholic beverages in a manner dangerous or 

injurious to herself and others; as more fully. set forth in paragraph 8, .subparagraph a, above. 

1 Restitution was reduced to $2,472:22 as Respondent forfeit.ed to the gas station the last 
paycheck received as partial restitution. The court ordered that upon payment of all fees, fmes, 
and restitution, the felony wciulc\ be reduce4 to a misdeme~nor. · 
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PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant reques:s that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 

and that following the hearing, the Board ofPhannacy issue a decision: 
' . . . ' ' . ' 

I. Revoking or suspel)ding Original Pharmacy Technician Registration Number . . ' ' . 

TCH I 0608o, issued to Sarah Michelle Wentworth; 

2. Ordering Sarah Michelle Wentworth to pay the Board ofPharmacy the reasonable 

costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code se~tionl25.3; and, . 

3. Taking such other and further action as'deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: ---Ga~,h'-1.9+'/A'-"'~'---

SA20l5105707 
12108438.doc 

!A HEROLD 
Exe ve Officer 
Board ofPharmacy 
Departlmint of ConstUner Affairs 
.State of California 

· Complainant 

.··· 
:. :· . . , ..... . ! . 
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