
BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

STACEY WATSON 
304 Hillcrest Court 
San Ramon, CA 94583 

Pharmacy Technician Registration No. 
TCH 108623 

Respondent. 

Case No. 4433 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board ofPharmacy, Department of Consumer Affairs, as its Decision in this matter. 

This decision shall become effective on October 28, 2013. 

It is so ORDERED on October 23, 2013. 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

A{.~ 
By 

STAN C. WEISSER 
Board President 
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KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy ~A,.ttomey General 
TIMOTHY J. MCDONOUGH 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 235850 


1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 

P.O. Box 70550 
Oakland, CA 94612-0550 
Telephone: (510) 622-2134 
Facsimile: (510) 622-2270 
E-mail: Tim.McDonough@doj .ca.gov 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATEOF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

STACEY ANN WATSON 
304 Hillcrest Court 
San Ramon, CA 94583 

Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 
108623 

Respondent. 

Case No. 4433 

STIPULATED SURRENDER OF 
LICENSE AND ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties in this 

proceeding that the following matters are true; 

. PARTIES 
'· : 1' '• 

1. Virginia Herold (Complairiaht) Is\he Executive Officer of the Board of Pharmacy. 

She brought this action solely in her official capacity and is represented in this matter by Kamala 

D. Harris, Attorney General ofthe State of California, by Thnothy J. McDonough, Deputy 

Attorney General. 

2. Stacey Ann Watson (Respondent) is representing herself in this proceeding and has 

chosen not to exercise her right to be represented by counsel. 
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3. On or about Februaryl1, 20H, the Board of Pharmacy issued Pharmacy Technician 

Registration No. TCH 108623 to Stacey Ann Watson (Respondent). The Pharmacy Technician 

Registration expired on September 30, 2012, and has not been renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4. Accusation No. 4433 was filed before the Board of Pharmacy (Board), Department of 

Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other 

statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on July 12, 2013. 

Respondent timely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy of Accusation 

No. 4433 is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations in 
:_; ! 

Accusation No. 4433. Respondent also has carefillly read, and understands the effects of this 

Stipulated Surrender of License and Cirde~. ·; ': 
6. Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a 

hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by counsel, at 

her own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against her; the right to 

present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to 

compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration 

and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California 

Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and 

every right set forth above. 


CULPABILITY 


8. Respondent admits the truth 'o'f eadh :and every charge and allegation in Accusation 

No. 4433, agrees that cause exists for discipline and hereby surrenders her Pharmacy Technician 

Registration No. TCH 108623 for the Board's formal acceptance. 
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9. Respondent understands that by signing this stipulation she enables the Board to issue 

an order accepting the surrender of her Pharmacy Technician Registration without further 

process. 

RESERVATION 

10~~ The admissions made' by Re~pond~nt herein are only for the purposes of this 

proceeding, or any other proceedings in which the Board of Pharmacy or other professional 

licensing agency is involved, and shall not be admissible in any other criminal or civil 

proceeding. 

CONTINGENCY 

11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Pharmacy. Respondent 

understands and agreesthat counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of Pharmacy may 

communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and surrender, without notice to or 

participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that 

she may not withdraw her agreement or seekto rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board 

considers and acts upon it. 	 If the Board failsto adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, 
· .: :.Lt! .. 

the Stipulated Surrender and Dis~iplinary'Oiqet shall be of no force or effect, except for this 
. 	 .: . . ,. !.. ' i ,' ,: ~: ·\ i .I ,, \ I 

paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any lega'l·action between the parties, and the Board shall not 

be disqualified from further action by having considered this matter. 

12. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile 

copies of this Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order, including Portable Docwnent Format 

(PDF) and facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals. 

13. This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order is intended by the parties to be an 

integrated writing representing the complete, fmal, and exclusive embodiment oftheir agreement. 

It supersedes any and all prior or contemporaneous agreements, understandings, discussions, 

negotiations, and commitments (written or oral). This Stipulated Surrender of License and Order 

may not be altered, amended, modified, suppl.emented, or otherwise changed except by a writing 

executed by an authorized representative of e.~ch of the parties. 

•;':i;.

. ··.· 
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14. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that 

the Board may, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following Order: 

ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 108623, 

issued to Respondent Stacey Ann Watson, is surrendered and accepted by the Board ofPharmacy. 

1. The surrender ofRespondent's Phannacy Technician Registration and the acceptance 

of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline against 

Respondent. This stipulation constitutes a rec~rd of the discipline and shall become a part of 
·. . ' 

Respondent's license history with the Board ofPhannacy. 

2. Respondent shall lose all rights and privileges as a pharmacy technician in California 

as of the effective date of the Board's Decision and Order . 

3. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board her pocket license and, if one was 

issued, her wall certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order. 

4. Respondent understands and agrees that if she ever applies for licensure or petitions 

for reinstatement in the State of California, the Board shall treat it as a new application for 

licensure. Respondent must comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for licensure in 

effect at the time the application or petition is filed, and all of the charges and allegations 

contained in Accusation No. 4433 shall be •;t¥:emed to be true, correct and admitted by Respondent 

. ' 
when the Board determines whether to .grant,orideny the application or petition. 

Respondent may not apply or reapply for, or petition for reinstatement of, any license, 

permit, or registration from the'i3oard for thiee (3) years from the effective date ofthis Decision 

and Order. 

5. Respondent shall pay the agency its costs of investigation and enforcement in the 

amount of$16, 560.00 prior to issuance of a new or reinstated license. 

6. If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, or 

petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licensing agency in the State of 

California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation, No. 4433 shall be deemed 
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to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement oflssues or any 

other proceeding seeking to deny or :restrict li~nsure, 

I have carefully read the Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Ordet. I understand the 

stipulation and the effect it will have on my Phannacy Teclmician Registration. I entel' into this 

Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order voluntarily, knoWingly, and intelligently, and agree to 

be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board ofPhannacy. 

DATED: 

ENDORSEMENT,, 
The foregoing Stipulated Surrender ofLicense and Order is hereby respectfully submitted 

for consideration by the Board of Pharmacy of the Department of Consumer Affuirs. 

Dated: ~-J~-c) "D) j Respectfully submitted! 

KAMALA D. HARRIS 
Attorney General of California 
DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervisin De uty Attorney General 

.,:£t a· · .MCDONOUOH 
Deputy Attorney General 
Attorneysfor Complainant 

SF201290l064 
90J34742.doc 
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Exhibit A 


Accusation No. 4433 
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KAlv1ALA D. HA~'US 
Attorney General of California 
DIANN SOKOLOFF 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
TIMOTHY J. McDONOUGH 
Deputy Attorney General 
State Bar No. 235850 

1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor 
P.O. Box 70550 

Oakland. CA 94612-0550 

Telephone: (51 0) 622-2134 

Facsimile: (510) 622-2270 

E-mail: Tim.McDonough@doj.ca.gov 


Attorneys for Complainant · 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Case No. 4433 

ACCUSATION 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

STACEY ANN'WATSON 
304 Hillcrest Court 
San Ramon, CA 94583 

Pharmacy Technician l,legistration No. TCB 
108623 

.Respondent. 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Virginia Herold (Complaimmt) brings this Accusation solely in her official capacity 

as the Executive Officer ofthe Bom;d ofP~acy, Department of Consumer Affairs. 

2. On or about February 11, 2011,the Board ofPba:rmacy issued Pharmacy Technician 

Registration Nwnber TCH 108623 to Stacey Anll Watson (Respondent). The Pharmacy 

Teclmician Registration expired on Septenibei 30,2012, and bas not been renewed. 
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JURISDiCTION· 

3. This At?cusation is brought bef~ the Board ofPha:rmacy (Board), Department of · 

Consumer Affairs, under the authGrity of the following laws. All sectioh references are to the 

Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. · 

4. Section 4011 oftbe Code provides that the Board shall administer and enforce both 
. 

the Pharmacy Law [Bus. & Prof. Code,§ 40{)0 et seq.] and the Unifonn Controlled Substances 

Act [Health & Safety Code, § 11000 et seq.]. 

5. Section 4300 of the Code states: 


"(a) Every license issued may be suspended or revoked. 


11 (b) The bom:d shall discipline the holder ofany license issued by the'board, whose default 


has been entered or whose case has been heard by the board and found guilty, by any ofthe 

followingmethods: 

"(1) Suspendingjudgment. 

"(2) Placing him or her upon probation. 

"(3) Suspending his or her right to practice for a period not exceeding one year. 

"( 4) Revoking his or her license. 

"(5) Taking any other action in relation to disciplining hlm or her as the board in its 

discretion may deem proper. 

"(e) The procee:Wngs under this article shall be conducted in accordance with Chapter 5 

(conunencing with Section 11500) ofPart 1 ofDi'Vision 3 of the Government Code, and the board 

shall have all the powers granted therein. The action shall be final, excr:pt that the propriety of 

the action is subject to review by the superior court pursuant to Section 1094.5 ofthe Code of 

Civil Procedure." 
' ' ~ . 

6. Section 4300.1 of the Code states: 

''The expiration, canceUation, forfei~, or sUspension of a board-issued lic~e by 

operation of law or by order or decision ofthe·board or a court of law, the placement of a license 

on a retired status, or the voluntary surrender .of a license by a licensee shall not deprive the board 
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ofju.;,;diction to commOiloe or proceed wi1h !!DY inveStigation or action or <lisciplinary o~
proceeding against, the licensee or to render a decision suspending or revoking the license." 

7. Section 118, subdivision (b), of the Code provides that the suspension, expiration, 

surrender, or cancellation of a license Shall not deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a 

disciplinary action during the period within which th? license may be renewed, -restored, reissued 

or reinstated. 

STATIITQRY PRQVIS10NS 

8. Section 4301 of the Code states, in relevant part: 


"The board shall take action against any holder of a license Who is guilty ofunprofessional 


conduct or whose license has been procured by fraud or misrepresentation or issued by mistake. 

Unprofessional conduct shall include, but is not limited to, any ofthe following: 

. "(a) Gross immorality. . .. ' 

"(f) The commission'of any act involving m~.~tude, dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or 

corruption, whether the act is committed in the ~e. C>frelations as a licensee or otherwise, and 

whether the act is a felony or misd~~oror nc:rt... · ·. 

"G) The violation of any ofthe statutes oftbis state, or. any other state, or of the United 


States regulating controlled substances and dang~roiis drugs. 

"(q) Engaging in any conduct that subverts or attempts to subvert an investigation of the 

board."' 

9. Section 4059 ofthe Code states, in relevant part: 

"(a) A person may not furnish any dangerous drug, except upon the prescription ofa 

physician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist, veterinarian, or naturopathic doctor pursuant to Section 

3640.7. A person may not :furnish any dangerous device, except upo11 the prescription of a 

physician, dentist., podiatrist, optometrist, veterinarian, or naturopathic doctor pursuant to Section 
' . . 

3640.7." 

Aoousation 
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10. Section 4060 of tl!e Code st..ate.s·: 


"No· person shall possess any controllecJ substance, except that furnished to a person upon 
. ,. 
the prescription of aphysician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist, veter.in.arian, or naturopathic doctor 

pursuant to Section 3640.7, or fu:roished pursuant to a drug order issued by a certified 

nurse~midwife pursuant to Section 2746.51, a nUl'lle practitioner plll'suaot to Section 2836.1, or a 

physician assistant pursuant to Section 3 502.1, or natiD'opathic doctor pursuant to Section 3640.5, 

or a pharmacist pursuant to either subparagraph (D) ofparagraph (4) of, or clause (iv) of 

subparagraph (A) ofparagraph (5) of, subdivision{a) of Section 4052. This section shall not 

apply to the possession of apy controlled substance by a manufacturer, wholesaler, pharmacy, 

pharmacist, physician; podiatrist, d~tist, optometrist, v~rinarian, naturopathic doctor, certified 

nUl'lle-midwife, nurse practitioner, or physician 'assistant, when in stock in containexs correctly 

labeled with the name and address oftb.e supplier or producer. 

"Nothing in this section authorizes 11: certified nurse~midwife, a nurse practitioner, a 

physician 'assistant, or a naturopathic doctor;,to order his or her own stock of dangerous drugs and 

devices." 

11. Section 4022 of the Code states 

"Dangerous drug" or "dangerous device" means an~ drug ordevi~ unsafe for self-use in 

humans ot animals, and includes the following: 

"(a) Any drug that bears the legend: "Caution: federal law probibi;ts dispensing without 

prescription," "Rx only," or words of similar iJ:nwx:t·. 

"(b) Any device 'that bears the ~ten:Ient:.~Caution: federal law restricts this device to sale 

by or on the order ·of a ____," ''Rx only," or words of similar import, the blank to be filled 

in with the designation of the practitioner licensed to use or order use of the device. 

"(c) Any other drug or device ~t by fet,leral or state law can be l!IWfully dispensed only on 

prescription or furnished pursuant to. Se9tion ~006 ." 

DRUG STATUTES 

12. Hydrocodone is a Schedule m controlled substance. as designated by Health and 

Sa:t:ety ~de section 11056, subdivision (e)(5), tmd a dangerous drug as designated by B~s 

4 
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And Professions Code section 402?.. Hydro.codone. i~ H pain medication 11nd is c-ombi..ned with 

Acetaminophen or Ibuprofen. 

COST RECOVERY 

13. Section 125.3 ofthe Code states, in relevant part, that the Board may request the. 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations of 

the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

14. Respondent wor~ed as a phannacy technician at CVS Pharmacy# 9348 (CVS) in San 

Ramon, California from June of2011, lDltil October of2011. From approximately the middle of 

August of2011, to October 18,2011, Respondent.stole drugs from CVS while she was worldng 

as a pharmacy technician. Respondelit took handful ofpills and put them in her pocket and then 

left the store with them. She would not take actual bottles of the drugs. The drugs she took 

included Hydrocodone/ Acetaminophen and Hydrocodone/Ibilprofen. 

15. CVS bad suspected Respondent ofpossibly taldng drugs when drugs were missing 

from the pharmacy. On or about October 2l, ~011, Shannon Prior, the CVS Loss Prevention 

Manager, interviewed R;.espondent about steaijpg pills from the phamlacy. At that time, 

Respondent admitted to taking pills from the pharmacy and submitted a written statement 

explaining the theft of the drugs. In this statement, she indicated that s'he stole the drugs to give 

to three j>eople who were suffering from pain-her grandmother, a cousin, and a friend. 

Respondent estimated that she took approximately 925 pills. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Furnishing Dangerous Drags without a Prescriptioll) 


(Bus. & ProfCode40S9, subd. (a)) 


16. Respondent has subjected her Pharmacy Teclmician License to discip~ action 
'· 

ooder Code section 4059, subdivision (a), iri ~~~ furnished controlled substances and 
I,· 

dangerous drugs to three people without a prescription. The circumstances are explained more 


fully in paragraphs 14 and 15, above. 


5 

Accusation 



5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

2 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

17 

18 

19 

21 

22 

23 

24 

· 

26 

27 

28 

SECOI';'D CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct-Act of Dishonesty, Fraud, or Deceit) 


(Bus & Prof. ·Code 4301, subd. (f)) 


17. Respondent has subjected per P~cy Te:obnician License to disciplinary action 


under Code se_ction 4301, subdivision (f), in that she stole prescription drugs·ftom CVS, her 


employer. The circumstances are explained mbre fully in paragraphs 14 and 15, above. 


THIRD CAUSE FoR DISCIPLINE 
(Possession of Controlled Substance without a Prescription) 

(Bus. & Prof. Code 4060) · 

18. Respondent has subjected her Pha:rmacy Technician License to disciplinary action 

·llllder Code section 4060, in that she possessed controlled substances without a prescription. The 

circumstances are explained more fully in par&graphs 14 and 15, above. 

FOURm CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 
(Unprofessional Conduct-Subversion oflnvestigation) 

(Bus. & Prof. Code 4301,-subd. (q)) 

19. Respondent bas subjected her Pha:rm.acy Teclmician License to disciplinary action 

under Code section 4301, subdivision (qj, in tbat sh~ subverted or attempted to subvert an 
. I • 

irlvesti.gation by the Board ofPhimnacy. Specifically, Respondent failed to respond to ,. . 

correspondence from the Board ofPharm.aer re~~g,her theft of controlled.substances from 
:I ·. : .. ''., :.·; ' 


CVS. Conespondence was sent to Respondent on Npvember 28, 2011, February 22, 2012, and 

" .... ': 

May 24, 2012 requesting a meeting. Respondent did not respond to these letters. 

PRA"YgR 

WHEREFORE, Complainant req~ that a hearing be held on 'the matters all~ed in this 

Accusation, and that following the hearing, 'the Board ofPharmacy issu.e a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending PharmacY Technician Registration Number TCH 108623, 

issued to Stacey .Aim Watson; 

2. Ordering Stacey Ann Watson to pay the Board ofPhanna'?'J the reasonable costs of 

the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 

125.3; 

Ill 
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