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BILL LOCI(YER, Attorney General 
of the State of Califonlia 

JANA L. TUTON, State Bar No. 78206 
Deputy Attorney General 

California Departnlent of Justice 
1300 I Street, Suite 125 
P.O. Box 944255 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2550 
Telephone: (916) 324-5342 
Facsinlile: (916) 327-8643 

Att01l1eys for Con1p 1ainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARM~;'\CY 

DEPARTIVIENT OF CONSUIVIER AFFAIRS 
ATE OF CALIFOP",I'HA. 

In the lVIatter of the Accusation .LL\gainst: 

LISA CAROL lVIECCHI 
8810 Hollowstone 'Nay 
Sacrmnento, CA 95828 

Original PhaI111acist License No. RPH 33224 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2776 

OArI No. 2005020289 

STIPULATED SETTLElVIENT AND 
DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the 

above-entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Patricia F. Harris (Con1plainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of 

Phanllacy. She brought this action so lely in her official capacity and is represented in this l11atter 

by Bill Lockyer, Attorney General of the State of Califo111ia, by Jana L. Tuton, Deputy Att0I11ey 

General. 

2. Respondent LISA CAROL lVIECCHI (Respondent) is represented in this 

proceeding by att0I11ey Robert J. Sullivan, whose address is Nossmnan, Guthner, Knox & Elliott, 

LLP, 915 L Street, Suite 1000, Sacran1ento, CA 95814-3701. 

3. On or about August 16, 1979, the Board ofPhannacy issued Original 

Phallnacist License No. RPH 33224 to LISA CAROL lVIECCHI (Respondent). The License was 
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in full force and effect at all tilnes relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 2776 and 

will expire on February 28, 2006, unless renewed. 

JURISDICTION 

4. Accusation No. 2776 was filed before the Board ofPhannacy (Board), 

Departlnent of Consun1er Affairs, and is currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation 

and all other statutorily required docun1ents were properly served on Respondent on October 14, 

2004. Respondent tilnely flIed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy of 

Accusation No. 2776 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND VVAIVERS 

5. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and 

understands the charges and allegations in Accusation No. 2776. Responclent has also carefully 

read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settle111ent and 

Disciplinary Orcler. 

6. Respondent is fully aware oCher legal rights in this ll1atter, including the 

right to a hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by 

counsel at her own expense; the right to confront and cross-exan1ine the witnesses against her; 

the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right to the issuance of 

subpoenas to con1pel the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to 

reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the 

California Adn1inistrative Procedure Act and other applicable la\vs. 

7. Respondent voluntarily~ knowingly~ and intelligently waives and gives up 

each and every right set forth above. 

CULPABILITY 

8. Respondent adn1its the truth of each and every charge and allegation in 

Accusation No. 2776. 

9. Respondent agrees that her Original Phan11acist License is subj ect to 

discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board's ilnposition of discipline as set forth in the 

Disciplinary Order below. 
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III 

RESERVATION 

10. The adlllissions n1ade by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of 

this proceeding, or any other proceedings in which the Board ofPhanllacy or other professional 

licensing agency is involved, and shall not be adlnissible in any other crin1inal or civil 

proceeding. 

CONTINGENCY 

11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board ofPhan11acy. 

Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Conlplainant and the staff of the Board of 

Phanl1acy nlay conlnlunicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and settlenlent, 

without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the stipulation, 

Respondent understands and agrees that she nlay not withdraw her agreement or seek to rescind 

the stipulation prior to the tin1e the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board t~lils to adopt 

this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlenlent and Disciplinary Order shall 

be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadnlissib Ie in any legal action 

between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified fron1 further action by having 

considered this nlatter. 

12. The parties understand and agree that facsinlile copies of this Stipulated 

Settlenlent and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same 

force and effect as the originals. 

13. In consideration of the foregoing adnlissions and stipulations, the parties 

agree that the Board 111ay, without further notice or fonl1al proceeding, issue and enter the 

follo\ving Disciplinary Order: 

DISCIPLINARY ORDER 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Original Phamlacist License No. RPH 33224 

issued to Respondent LISA CAROL MECCHI is revoked. HO'vvever, the revocation is stayed 

and Respondent is placed on probation for five (5) years on the following tenns and conditions. 
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1. ~L\ctual Suspension - Pharmacist. License nUlnber RPH 33224, issued to 

Respondent LISA CAROL l'viECCHI is suspended for a period of sixty (60) days. Respondent 

shall be credited with tilne in which she has not practiced while elu'olled in the Pharmacist 

Recovery Progrmn. 

During suspension, Respondent shall 110t enter any phan11acy area or any portion 

of the licensed prelnises of a \vholesaler, veterinary food-anilnal drug retailer or any other 

distributor of drugs which is licensed by the Board, or any Inanufacturer, or where dangerous 

drugs and devices or controlled substances are n1aintained. Respondent shall not practice 

pharnlacy nor do any act involving drug selection, selection of stock, n1anufacturing, 

compounding, dispensing or patient consultation; nor shall Respondent n1anage, adnlinister, or 

be a consultant to any licensee of the Board, or have access to or control the ordering, 

n1anut~lcturing or dispensing of dangerous drugs and devices or controlled substances. 

Respondent shall not engage in any activity that requires the professional 

judgment of a phal111acist. Respondent shall not direct or control any aspect of the practice of 

pharmacy. Respondent shall not perf0l111 the duties of a phanllacy technician or an exemptee for 

anv entitv licensed bv the Board. Subject to the above restrictions, Respondent n1ay continue to 

own or hold an interest in any pharn1acy in which she holds an interest at the tinle this decision 

becomes effective unless otherwise specified in this order. 

2. Obey All Laws. Respondent shall obey all state and federal laws and 

regulations substantially related to or governing the practice ofphal111acy. 

Respondent shall report any of the following occurrences to the Board, in writing, 

within 72 hours of such occurrence: 

• an alTest or issuance of a crin1inal con1plaint for violation of any provision of the 

Phal111acy Law, state and federal food and drug la\vs, or state and federal 

controlled substances laws 

• a plea of guilty or nolo contendere in any state or federal crin1ina1 proceeding to 

any cr1n1inal complaint, i11fo1111ation or indictInent 

• a conviction of any crin1e 
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• 	 discipline, citation, or other adlninistrative action filed by any state and federal 

agency which involves Respondent's license or which is related to the practice 

of phallJ1acy or the n1anufacturing, obtaining, handling or distribution or billing 

or charging for any drug, device or controlled substance. 

3. Reporting to the Board. Respondent shall report to the Board 

qumierly. The report shall be n1ade either in person or in writing, as directed. Respondent 

shall state under penalty of pel] ury whether there has been conlpliance vvith all the tenns and 

conditions of probation. If the final probation report is not ll1ade as directed, probation shall 

be extended auton1atically until such tin1e as the final repoli is Inade and accepted by the 

Board. 

4. Interview with the Board. Upon receipt of reasonable notice, 

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board upon request at various 

intervals at a location to be deten11ined by the Board. Failure to appear for a scheduled 

interview without prior notification to Board staff shall be considered a violation of probation. 

5. Cooperation with Board Staff. Respondent shall cooperate with the 

Board's inspection program and in the Board's n10nitoring and investigation of Respondent's 

compliance with the tenns and conditions of her probation. Failure to con1ply shall be 

considered a vio 1ation of probation. 

6. Continuing Education. Respondent shall provide evidence of efforts 

to n1aintain skill and knowledge as a phanl1acist as directed by the Board. 

7. Notice to Employers. Respondent shall notify all present and 

prospective en1ployers of the decision in case nunlber 2776 and the tenns, conditions and 

restrictions illlposed on Respondent by the decision. Within 30 days of the effective date of 

this decision, and within 15 days of Respondent undertaking nevv enlploYlnent, Respondent 

shall cause her direct supervisor, pharmacist-in-charge and/or owner to report to the Board in 

writing acknowledging the enlployer has read the decision in case nUll1ber 2776. 

If Respondent vvorks for or is elnployed by or through a phannacy enlployn1ent 

service, Respondent 1nust notify the direct supervisor, phamlacist-in-charge, and/or owner at 
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every pharmacy of the and terms conditions of the decision in case nunlber 2776 in advance of 

the Respondent comnlencing vvork at each phannacy. 

"EmploYlnent" within the nleaning of this provision shall include any full-tinle, part

tilne, telnporary, relief or phannacy nlanagenlent service as a phanl1acist, vvhether the 

Respondent is considered an enlployee or independent contractor. 

8. No Preceptorships, Supervision of Interns, Being Pharmacist-in-

Charge (PIC), or Serving as a Consultant. Respondent shall not supervise any intern 

phannacist or perfonl1 any of the duties of a preceptor, nor shall Respondent be the 

pharmacist-in-charge of any entity licensed by the Board unless otherwise specified in this 

order. 

9. Reinlbursenlent of Board Costs. Respondent shall pay to the Board 

its costs of investigation and prosecution in the alll0unt of $6,000. Respondent shall nlake 

said paynlents as follows: $300.00 per qUalier. 

The filing of bankruptcy by Respondent shall not relieve Respondent of her 

responsibi lity to reinlburse the Board its costs of investigation and prosecution. 

10. Probation lVlonitoring Costs. Respondent shall pay the costs 

associated with probation nl0nitoring as determined by the Board each and every year of 

probation. Such costs shall be payable to the Board at the end of each year of probation. 

Failure to pay such costs shall be considered a violation of probation. 

11. Status of License. Respondent shall, at all tinles while on probation, 

nlaintain an active current license vvith the Board, including any period during vvhich 

suspension or probation is tolled. 

If Respondent's license expires or is canceled by operation of lavv or otherwise, 

upon renewal or reapplication, Respondent's license shall be subject to all tenT1S and 

conditions of this probation not previously satisfied. 

12. License Surrender while on Probation/Suspension. Following the 

effective date of this decision, should Respondent cease practice due to retirement or health, 

or be otherwise unable to satisfy the temlS and conditions of probation, Respondent nlay 
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tender her license to the Board for sunender. The Board shall have the discretion whether to 

grant the request for sunender or take any other action it deenls appropriate and reasonable. 

Upon forn1al acceptance of the surrender of the license, Respondent will no longer be subject 

to the ten11S and conditions of probation. 

Upon acceptance of the surrender, Respondent shall relinquish her pocket 

license to the Board 'within 10 days of notification by the Board that the sunender is accepted. 

Respondent n1ay not reapply for any license frol11 the Board for tlu-ee years [rOin the effective 

date of the sunender. Respondent shall n1eet all requiren1ents applicable to the license sought 

as of the date the application for that 1icense is subnlitted to the Board. 

13. Notification of Empioyn1ent/lViailing Address Change. Respondent 

shall notify the Board in writing within 10 days of any change 0 f eI11ployn1ent. Said 

notification shall include the reasons for leaving and/or the address of the new en1ployer, 

supervisor or owner and work schedule if known. Respondent shall notify the Board in 

writing within 10 days of a change in nanle, nlailing address or phone nunlber. 

14. Tolling of Probation. Should Respondent, regardless of residency, for 

any reason cease practicing phanl1acy for a l11ininlU111 of 40 hours per calendar month in 

Califo111ia, Respondent l11uSt notify the Board in writing within 10 days of cessation of the 

practice ofpharnlacy or the resumption of the practice ofpha1111acy. Such periods oftinle 

shall not apply to the reduction of the probation period. It is a violation of probation for 

Respondent's probation to renlain tolled pursuant to the provisions of this condition for a 

period exceeding three years. 

"Cessation of practice" nleans any period of tin1e exceeding 30 days in 'which 

Respondent is not engaged in the practice of phan11acy as defined in Section 4052 of 

the Business and Professions Code. 

15. Violation of Probation. If Respondent violates probation in any 

respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice and an 0ppoliunity to be heard, may revoke 

probation and CatTY out the disciplinary order which was stayed. If a petition to revoke 

probation or an accusation is filed against Respondent during probation, the Board shall have 
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continuing jurisdiction and the period of probation shall be extended, until the petition to 

revoke probation or accusation is heard and decided. 

If Respondent has not conlplied with any tenll or condition of probation, the 

Board shall have continuing jurisdiction over Respondent, and probation shall autonlatically 

be extended until all tenl1S and conditions have been satisfied or the Board has taken other 

action as deenled appropriate to treat the failure to conlply as a violation of probation, to 

tenllinate probation, and to inlpose the penalty \vhich was stayed. 

16. Completion of Probation. Upon successful completion of probation, 

Respondent's license will be fully restored. 

17. Psychotherapy. vVithin 30 days of the effective date of this decision, 

Respondent shall subn1it to the Board, for its prior approvaL the nanle and qualifications of a 

licensed mental health practitioner of Respondent's choice. Should Respondent, for any 

reason, cease treatnlent with the approved licensed nlental health practitioner, Respondent 

shall notify the Board inln1ediately and, 'within 30 days of ceasing treatment, subnlit the nan1e 

of a rep lacenlent psychotherapist or licensed nlental health practitioner of Respondent's choice 

to the Board for its prior approval. 

Therapy shall be at least once a week unless otherwise detennined by the 

Board. Respondent shall provide the therapist with a copy of the Board's accusation and 

decision no later than the first therapy session. Respondent shall take all necessary steps to 

ensure that the treating therapist subn1its written qUalierly reports to the Board concerning 

Respondent's fitness to practice, progress in treatnlent, and to provide such other infonllation 

as n1ay be required by the Board. If the treating therapist finds that Respondent CalUl0t 

practice safely or independently, the therapist shall notify the Board ilnlnediately by telephone 

and followed up by written letter within three working days. 

Upon approval of the licensed n1ental health practitioner, Respondent shall 

undergo and continue treahnent with that therapist and at Respondent's own expense, until the 

Board deelns that no further psychotherapy is necessary. The Board lnay require Respondent 
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to undergo a n1ental health evaluation(s) by a Board-appointed or Board-approved licensed 

n1ental health practitioner. 

18. Rehabilitation Program - PbarmacistsRecovery Program (PRP). 

Within 30 days of the effective date of this decision, Respondent shall contact the Phannacists 

Recovery Progrmn for evaluation and shall successfully participate in and con1p lete the 

treatnlent contract and any subsequent addendun1s as recolnlnended and provided by the PRP 

and as approved by the Board. The costs for PRP participation shall be borne by the 

Respondent. 

If Respondent is currently enrolled in the PRP, said participation is now 

111andatory and is 110 longer considered a self-refen-al under Business and Professions Code 

sectio11 4363, as of the effective date of this decision. Respondent shall successfully 

participate in and complete her current contract and any subsequent addendu111s with the PRP. 

Probation shall be autonlatically extended until Respondent successfully con1pletes her 

treatll1ent contract. Any person tenllinated fronl the progran1 shall be auto111atically suspended 

upon notice by the Board. Respondent n1ay not reSU1l1e the practice of phannacy until noti fied 

by the Board in writing. The Board shall retain jurisdiction to institute action to tenninate 

probation for any violation of this tenn. 

19. Randoll1 Drug Screening. Respondent, at her own expense, shall 

participate in rand01l1 testing, including but not lilnited to biological fluid testing (urine, 

blood), breathalyzer, hair follicle testing, or a drug screening progranl approved by the Board. 

The length of tin1e shall be for the entire probation period and the frequency of testing will be 

deten11ined by the Board. At all tinles Respondent shall fully cooperate with the Board, and 

shall, when directed, sublnit to such tests and smnples for the detection of alcohol, narcotics, 

hypnotics, dangerous drugs or other controlled substances. Failure to subn1it to testing as 

directed shall constitute a violation of probation. Any confinned positive dntg test shall result 

in the inln1ediate suspension of practice by Respondent. Respondent n1ay not resunle the 

practice of pharmacy until notified by the Board in vvriting. 
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20. Abstain from Drugs and Alcohol Use. Respondent shall cOlnpletely 

abstain from the possession or use of alcohol, controlled substances, dangerous drugs and their 

associated paraphernalia except 'when the drugs are lawfully prescribed by a licensed 

practitioner as part of a documented medical treatment. Upon request of the Board, 

Respondent shall provide docunlentation frOln the licensed practitioner that the prescription 

was legitirnately issued and is a necessary part of the treatrnent of the Respondent. 

21. Supervised Practice. Respondent shall practice only under the 

supervision of a phanllacist not on probation with the Board. Respondent shall not practice 

until the supervisor is approved by the Board. The supervision shall be, as required by the 

Board, either: 

Continuous - 75~/0 to 100% of a work week 

Substantial - At least 500/0 of a work \veek 

Partial - At least 25~/0 of a work week 

Daily Review - Supervisor's review of probationer's daily activities within 24 

hours 

vVithin 30 days of the effective date of this decision, Respondent shall have her supervisor 

subnlit notification to the Board in writing stating the supervisor has read the decision in case 

nunlber 2776 and is fanliliar with the level of supervision as detenl1ined by the Board. 

If Respondent changes enlploynlent, Respondent shall have her ne\v supervisor, 

within 15 days after enlploynlent conlnlences, subnlit notification to the Board in writing 

stating the direct supervisor and phan11acist-in-charge have read the decision in case nunlber 

2776 and is fanliliar with the level of supervision as detenl1ined by the Board. 

Within 10, days of leaving ernploYlnent, Respondent shall notify the Board in 

writing. 

22. No Ownership of Premises. Respondent shall not own, have any legal 

or beneficial interest in, or serve as a rnanager, adnlinistrator, menlber, officer, director, 

associate, or partner of any business, finn, partnership, or corporation cUlTently or hereinafter 

licensed by the Board. Respondent shall sell or transfer any legal or beneficial interest in any 
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entity licensed by the Board within 90 days following the effective date of this decision and 

shall inl1nediately thereafter provide 'written proof thereof to the Board. 

all records pertaining to the acquisition or disposition of all controlled substances. 

23. No Access to Controlled Substances. Respondent shall not order, 

possess, dispense or otherwise have access to any controlled substance(s) in Schedule II, III, 

IV or V (Health and Safety Code sections 11055-1105 8 inclusive). Respondent shall not 

order, receive or retain any triplicate prescription fOlms. This condition shall be subject to 

nl0dification as deenled appropriate by the Phannacist Recovery Progranl. 

24. Tolling of Suspension. If Respondent leaves Califol1lia to reside or 

practice outside this state, for any period exceeding 10 days (including vacation), Respondent 

11lust 110tify the Board in yvriting of the dates of departure and return. Periods of residency or 

practice outside the state - or any absence exceeding a period of 10 days shall not apply to the 

reduction 0 f the suspension period. 

Respondent shall not practice pha1111acy upon returning to this state until 

notified by the Board that the period of suspension has been conlpleted. 

ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlenlent and Disciplinary Order 

and have fully discussed it with 11ly attonley, Robert J. Sullivan. I understand the stipulation 

and the effect it will have on nly Original Phannacist License. I enter into this Stipulated 

Settlenlent and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be 

bound by the Decision and Order of the Board of Phanl1acy. 

DATED: 
-J..J

I .,/ 

-""7 '7I J 
.t--,,-, 

~~ 0'1'')
'- " 

jJ.~~ 7 ;) \/I/L, Ict &2~-( I / ~it/lV 
LISA CAROL MECCHI 
Respondent 
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5/9/05 

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent LISA CAROL NIECCHI the 

tern1S and conditions and other Inatters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and 

Disciplinary Order. I approve its f01111 and content. 

DATED: 5/ ~Jj01
J 

ENDORSENfENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Sett1en1ent and Disciplinary Order is hereby 

respectfully subn1itted for consideration by the Board 0 f Pharnlacy of the Departnlent of 

Consun1er Affairs. 

DATED: 

BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General 
of the State of Califo111ia 

/JANA,L:TUTON 
. // Deputy Attorney General 

Attorneys for COlnp lainant 
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BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEP,A.RTlYlENT OF CONSUlYIER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the lv'Iatter of the Accusation Against: 

LISA CAROL lv'IECCHI 
8810 Hollowstone Way 
Sacran1ento, CA 95828 

Oliginal Phan11acist License No. RPH 33224 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2776 

OAR No. 2005020289 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Settlen1ent and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by 

the Board ofPhan11acy, Departn1ent of Consun1er Affairs, as its Decision in this matter. 

This Decision shall becon1e etTective on __J;.L!u,b,1~y~2:o.L8-1---'-,,2~O~O...L-5_____ 

It lS so ORDERED June 28, 2005 

BOARD OF PHAR1v1ACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

By 

Board President 
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BILL LOCKYER, Atton1ey General 

of the State of California 


MARCIA A. FAY, State Bar No. 161614 

Deputy Attorney General 


Califo111ia Depart111ent of Justice 

1300 I Street, Suite 125 

P.O. Box 944255 

Sacranlento, CA 94244-2550 

Telephone: (916) 445-1989 

Facsinlile: (916) 327-8643 


Attorneys for Conlplainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARlYIACY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUlVIER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

LISA CAROL lVIECCHI 
8810 Hollo\vstone Way 

Sacranlento, CA. 95828 

Original Pharmacist License No. R.PH 33224 

Respondent.----o 

Case No.

i-\CCUSATION 


Con1plainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Patricia F. Harris ("Colllplainant") brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Phannacy, Departnlent of COllSU111er 

Affairs. 

2. On or about August 16, 1979, the Board of Pha1111acy ("Board") issued 

Original Pha1111acist License NUll1ber RPH 33224 to Lisa Carol Mecchi ("Respondent"). The 

license will expire on February 28,2005, unless rene\ved. 

STATUTORY PROVISIONS 

3. Section 4059, subdivision (a) of the Business and Professions Code 

("Code") provides: 

"(a) A person nlay not furnish any dangerous dlUg, except upon the 

prescription of a physician,~entist, podiatrist, opton1etrist, or vetelinarian. II 

1 



2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 I
9 II 

·1 

10 I
11 !

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 III 

4. 	 Section 4060 of the Code provides, in peliinent pad: 

"No person shall possess any controlled substance, except that funlished to

a person upon the prescription of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, optonletrist, or veterinarian, or 


furnished pursuant to a drug order issued by a certified l1urse-lnid\vife pursuant to Section 


2746.51, a nurse practitioner pursuant to Section 2836.1, or a physician assistant pursuant to 


Section 3502.1. This section shall not apply to the possession of any controlled substance by a 


ll1anufacturer, wholesaler, phannacy: physician, podiatrist, dentist, opto111etrist, veterinarian, 


certified nurse-midwife, nurse practitioner, or physician assistant, when in stock in containers 


cOl1'e(;tly labeled vvith the llmne and address of the supplier or producer." 


Section 4022 oftlle Code provides that a "dangerous drug" nlea:i1S any 
 drug unsafe for self-use in that under federal or state lavv the dnlg can be lavvfully dispensed only 

upon a prescription or funlished pursuant to section 4006 of the Code. 

6. 	 Section 4021 of the Code provides that a controlled substance 111eal1S If any

substance listed in Chapter 2 ... of Division 10 of the I-Iealth and Safety Code." 

7. 	 Section 4301 of the Code provides, in pertinent part: 

"The board shall take action against any holder of a license who is guilty 

of unprofessional conduct or whose license has been procured by fraud or nlisrepresentation or 

issued by n1istake. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but is not linlited to, any of the

following:

(f) The conl111ission of any aet involving 1noral tUl1Jihlde, dishonesty, 

iI-aud, deeeit, or cOHuption, whether the act is C0111111itted in the course of relations as a licensee 

or otherwise.- and whether the act is a felony . or 111isden1eanor or not. 

(g) I(nowiIlgly D1aking or signing any ceIiificate or other doclunent that 

falsely represents the existenee or nonexistence of a state of facts. 

(h) The administering to oneself, of any controlled substance, or the use of 

any dangerous drug or of alcoholic beverages to the extent or in a n1anner as to be dangerous or 

injUlioLls to oneself, to a person holding a license under this ehapter, or to any other person or to
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the public, or to the extent that the use inlpairs the ability of the person to conduct with safety to 

the public the practice authorized by the license. 

(j) The violation of any of the statutes of this state or of the United States 

regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs. 

(0) Violating or attenlpting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting in 

or abetting the violation of or conspiring to vjolate any provision or telID of this chapter or of the 

applicable federal and state lav/s and regulations govenling phannacy, including regulations 


establish(;d by the board. 

8. Section 4327 of the Code provides that any person \,vho, 'vvhile on duty, 

sells, dispenses or compounds any drug while under the influence of any dangerous drug or 

alcoholic beverages shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

9. Health and Safety Code secti on 111 57 provides that no person shall i ssu e a 

prescription that is false or fictitious in any respect. 

10. Health and Safety Code section 11158, which provides that no Schedule II,

III, IV or V controlled substance may be dispensed without a prescription. 

11. Health and Safety Code section 11170 provides that no person shall 

prescribe, adnlinister, or fU111ish a controlled substance for hinlself. 

12. Health and Safety Code section 11171 provides that no person shall 

prescribe, adnlinister, or furnish a control1ed substance except under the conditions and in the 

nlanl1Cr provided by this division. 

13. Health and Safety Code section 11173, subdivision (a) provides that no 

person shall obtain or atten1pt to obtain controlled substances, or procure or attenlpt to procure 

the adnlinistration of or prescription for controlled substances, (1) by fraud, deceit, 

n1isrepresentation, or subterfuge; or (2) by the concealn1ent of a n1aterial fact. 

14. Health and Safety Code section 11350, subdivision (a) provides that 

except as otherwise provided in tlus division, every person who possesses (1) any controlled 

substance specified in subdivision (b) or (c), or paragraph (l) of subdivision (f) of Section 11054, 

specified in paragraph (14};( 15), or (20) of subdivision (d) of Section 11054, or specified in 
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subdivision (b), (c), or (g) of Section 11055, or (2) any controlled substance classified in 

Schedule ill, IV, or V which is a narcotic drug, unless upon the vvritten prescription of a 

physician, dentist, podiatrist, or veterinarian licensed to practice in this state, shall be punished 

by implisOlunent in the state prison. 

15. I-Iealth and Safety Code section 11377, subdivision (a) provides that 

except as authorized by law and as otherwise provided in subdivision (b) or in Aliicle 7 

(con1111encing with Section 4211) of Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the Business and Professions 

Code, every person who possesses any controlled su.bstance which is (1) classified in Schedule 

nt IV, or V, and vvhich 1S not a narcotic drug, (2) specified in subdivision (d) of Section 11 054~ 

except paragraphs (13), (14), (15), and (20) of suhdivision (d), (3) specified in paragraph (2) or 

(3) of subdivision (f) of Section 11054, or (4) specified in subdivision (d), (e), or (f) of Section 

11055, unless upon the prescription of a physician, dentist podiatrist, or vetelinarian, licensed to 

practice in this state, shall be punished by in1prisomnent in a county j ail for a period of not 1110re 

than one year or in the state prison. 

16. Health and Safety Code section 11550, subdivision (a) provides, in 


pertinent pari: 


"(a) No person shall use, or be under the influence of any controlled 

substance \;vhich is (1) specified in subdivision (b), (c), or (e), or paragraph (1) of subdivision (f) 

 
of Section 11054, specified in paragraph (14). (15), (21), (22), or (23) of subdivision (d) of 

Section 11054, specified in subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 11055, or specified in paragraph (1) 

or (2) 0 f suhdivision ( d) or in paragraph (3) of suhdi visi on (e) ()f Section 11 055, or (2) a narco ti c 

drug classified in Schedule III, IV, or V, except when.adn1inistered by or under the direction of a 

person licensed by the state to dispense, prescribe, or administer controlled substances." 

17. Section 125.3 of the Code provides that the Board Inay request the 

adll1inistrative lavv judge to direct a licentiate found to have cOlm11itted a violation or violations 

of the licensing act to pay a SUn1110t to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcen1ent of the case. 
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DRUGS 

18. "Flexeril" is a brand for Cyc1obenzaprine, and a dangerous drug pursuant 

to section 4022 of the Code, in that under federal or state law it can be lawfully dispensed only 

011 prescription or fU111ished pursuant to section 4006 of the Code. 

19. "Norco" is a con1pound consisting of Hydrocodone, a Schedule III 

controlled substance as designated by Health and Safety Code section 11056, subdivision (e)( 4), 

and Acetan1inophen, and a dangerous dnlg pursuant to section 4022 of the Code in that under 

federal or state lay\! it can be la-wfully dispensed only on prescription or fU111ished pursuant to 

section 4006 of the Code. 

20. "\Ticodin" is a cOD1pound containing Hydrocodone, a Schedule III 

controlled substance as designated by Health and Safety Code section 11 056(e)(4), and 

Ibuprofen, and a dangerous drug pursuant to section 4022 of the Code in that 

under federal or state law it can be lawfully dispensed only on prescription or fU111ished pursuant 

to section 4006 of the Code. 

21. HVicoprofen" is a cOlTIpound containing Hydrocodone, a Schedule III 

controlled substance as designated by Health and Safety Code section 11056, subdivision (e)(4)~ 

and Acetan1inophen, and a dangerous drug pursuant to section 4022 of the Code in that under 

federal or state la\v it can be lawfully dispensed only 011 prescription or furnished pursuant to 

sectIon 4006 of the Code. 

F~:J~TUAL BACI(GP..OUND 

22. In 1993, Respondent becan1e the Pha1111acist-in-Charge of Bel Air 

Pharrnacy #516, located in Elk Grove, Califo111ia and ren1ained in the position to the date of her 

tennination in or about Decen1ber 2003. FrOln approxin1ately 1997, thTough her tennination in 

Decenlber 2003, Respondent wrote fraudulent prescriptions for, and stole quantities for self

adlninistration of, approxin1ately 3,600 tablets of drugs containing Hydrocodone (Norco, 

Vicodin, and Vicoprofen), and approxin1ately 1,800 tablets of the dlllg Cyclobenzaprine 

(Flexeril). In addition, on lTIultiple occasions during this period, Respondent dispensed or 

con1pounded drugs while under the int1uence of the dnlg Hydrocodone (Vicodin), which she 
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took, without a prescription, fron1 phan11acy bottles and then self-administered, while she was on 

duty at Bel Air Phan11acy #516. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Dishonest/Conl1pt Acts) 

23. Respondent is subject to discipline for unprofessional conduct under 

section 4301, subdivision (f) of the Code in that Respondent conunitted dishonest and COITupt 

acts by n1aking fraudulent prescriptions and stealing controlled substances and dangerous drugs 

\vhile on duty as a licensed phan11acist at Bel Air Phalll1acy #516, as set f011h above in paragraph 

22. 


SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 


(1jnlawful Adn1inistration of Controlled Substances) 


24. Respondent is subject to discipline for unprofessional conduct under 

section 4301, subdivision (g)~ of the Code in that Respondent knovvingly ll1ade or signed a 

docurnents that false represented the existence or nonexistence of a state of facts by n1aking out 

fraudulent prescriptions for herself for drugs containing Hydrocodone (Norco, Vicodin, and 

Vicoprofen), and tablets of the drug Cyclobenzapline (Flexeril), as set forth above in paragraph 

22. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Vlorkjng \\lhile Under the Influence) 

25. Respondent is subj ect to discipline for unprofessional conduct under 

section 4301, subdivisions (h): of the Code, in that Respondent, while on-duty as the Phan11acist 

in-Charge, she se]f-adlninistered the drug Hydrocodone (\!icodin) and then dispensed or 

con1pounded drugs under circlllnstances that such usage \vas dangerous or injurious to 

Respondent, any other person, or to the public, and to the extent that such usage ilnpaired 

Respondent's ability to safely conduct the practice of phan11acy, as set f01ih above in paragraph 

22. 
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FOURTH CAUSE FOH. DISCIPLINE 

(Violation of Statutes Regulating Controlled Substances and Dangerous Dnlgs) 

26. Respondent is subject to discipline for unprofessional conduct under 

section 4301, subdivision (j), of the Code in that Respondent, as set fOlih above in paragraph 22, 

violated statutes regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs, as follows: 

a. Health and Safety Code section 11157, which provides that no 

person shall issue a prescription that is false or fictitious in any respect. 

b. Health and Safety Code section 11158, which provides that no 

Schedule II, III, IV or '/ controlled substance 1l1ay be dispensed \vithout n prescription. 

c. Health and Safety Code section 11170, which provides that "[nJo 

person shall prescribe, administer or fumish a controlled substance for himself. 

d. Health and Safety Code section 111 71, which provides that no 

person shall prescribe, administer, or fUl11ish a controlled substance except under the conditions 

and in the 111anner provided by this division. 

e. Health and Safety Code section 11173, subdivision (a), which 

provides that no person shall obtain or attenlpt to obtain controlled substances, or procure or 

attenlpt to procure the adnlinistration of or prescription for controlled substances, (1) by fraud, 

deceit, 111isrepresentatjon, 01' subterfuge; or (2) by the concealnlent of a 111aterial fact. 

f. Health and Safety Code section 11350, subdivision (a), which 

provides that except as otberwise provided in this clivision, every person who possesses certain 

COIl trolled su1.)stances, unless upon the written prescription of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, or 

veterinarian licensed to practice in this state, shall be punished by in1prisOl1l11ent in the state 

pnson. 

g. Health and Safety Code section 11377, subdivision (a), which 

provides; that except as authorized by law, every person who possesses certain controlled 

substances, unless upon the prescription of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, or veterinarian, 

licensed to practice in this state, shall be punished by in1prisonnlent in a county jail for a period 

of not 1110re than one year crt in the state prison. 
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h. Health and Safety Code section 11550, subdivision (a), which 

provides that no person shall use~ or be under the influence of a celiain controlled substance 

except when adlninistered by or under the direction of a person licensed by the state to dispense, 

prescribe, or adnlinister controlled substances. 

1. Section 4059, subdivision (a), of the Code~ which provides that no 

person shall furnish to herself dangerous drugs without a valid prescription. 

J. Section 4060 of the Code, which provides that no person shall have 

' possession of controlled substances \vithol.l1. authorization or valid prescliption therefor. 

k. Section 4327 of the Code, 'vvhicb provides that any person \vho, 

I
I \vhile on duty, sells, dispenses or conlpounds any drug while under the infiuence of any 

dangerous drug or alcoholic beverages shall be guilty of a Inisdenleanor. 

FIFTH" CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 


(Violating La\,,'s and Regulations Gove111ing Phal111acy) 


27. Respondent is subject to discipline for unprofessional conduct under 

section 4301, subdi\'ision (0), of the Code in that Respondent violated the la\vs and regulations 

govcll]ing pha1111acy, as set [olih above in paragraphs 22-26. 

PR~YER 

1. Revoking or suspending Original Pharnlacist License NUlnber RPH 33224 

2. Ordering Lisa Carol .f\1ecchi to pay the reasonable costs incurred by the 

Board in the investigation and enforcelnent of this case pursuant to section 125.3 of the Code; 

and, 
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3. Taking such other and nlliher action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: ___~~~~~-2_______ 

,} . ,/ 
~, I {,I / , i 

I . ,_..../ .-L=ltL.. ,~"'L{jJ.--' 

PA'rRlCIAF.HPJZRlS 
Executive Officer 
Board ofPhannacy 
Departnlent of Consunler Affairs 
State of CalifoDlia 
Cornplainant 
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