
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

GLORIA LEE ROMERO, 
A.IC.A. GLORIA LEE NAVARRO 
105 Dearbonl PI. #38 
Goleta, CA 9311 7 

Original Pharmacy Tec1ulician Registration No. 
TCH 7860 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2635 

DEFAULT DECISION 
AND ORDER 

[Gov. Code, §11520J 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. On or about Noveillber 1, 2004, Conlplainant Patricia F. Harris, in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofPhanllacy, Depalinlent of Consuiller 

Affairs, filed Accusation No. 2635 against Gloria Lee Ronlero, also lalown as Gloria Lee 

NaValTO (Respondent) before the Board ofPhanllacy. 

2. On or about June 8, 1993, the Board ofPhanl1acy (Board) issued Original 

Phanllacy Tec1ulician Registration No. TCH 7860 to Respondent. The Phanllacy Tec1mician 

Registration was in full force and effect at all tilnes relevant to the charges brought herein, and 

expired on August 31, 2004, and has not been renewed. 

3. On or about Novenlber 9,2004, Tracey To, an enlployee of the 

Departlnent of Justice, served by Celiified and First Class Mail a copy of the Accusation No. 
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2635, Statelnent to Respondent, Notice of Defense, Requ~st for Discovery, and Govel11111ent 

Code sections 11507.5, 11507.6, and 11507.7 to Respondent's address of record with the Board, 

which was and is 105 Dearbo111 PI. #38, Goleta, CA 93117. A copy of the Accusation is 

attached as exhibit A, and is incorporated herein by reference. 

4. Service of the Accusation was effective as a nlatter of law under the 

provisions of Govel111nent Code section 11505, subdivision (c). 

5. On or about Novenlber 11, 2004, the aforementioned docunlents were 

retu111ed by the U.S. Postal Service Inarked "Unable to Forward." The postal retuTIled docunlents 

are incorporated herein by reference. 

6. Business and Professions Code section 118 states, in peliinent pali: 

"(b) The suspension, expiration, or forfeiture by operation of law of a license 

issued by a board in the depalinlent, or its suspension, forfeiture, or cancellation by order of the 

board or by order of a couli of law, or its sunender without the written consent of the board, shall 

not, during any period in which it nlay be renewed, restored, reissued, or reinstated, deprive the 

board of its authority to institute or continue a disciplinalY proceeding against the licensee upon 

any ground provided by law or to enter an order suspending or revoking the license or othelwise 

taking disciplinalY action against the license on any such ground." 

7. Govel11111ent Code section 11506 states, inpe1iinent paIi: 

"(c) The respondent shall be entitled to a hearing on the nlerits if the respondent 

files a notice of defense, and the notice shall be dee1ned a specific denial of all palis of the 

accusation not expressly adInitted. Failure to file a notice of defense shall constitute a waiver of 

respondent's right to a hearing, but the agency in its discretion nlay neveliheless grant a hearing." 

8. Respondent failed to file a Notice of Defense within 15 days after service 

upon her of the Accusation, and therefore waived her right to a hearing on the nlerits of 

Accusation No. 2635. 

9. California Govel11TI1ent Code section 11520 states, in pedinent pali: 

"(a) If the respondent either fails to file a notice of defense or to appear at the 

hearing, the agency Inay take action based upon the respondent's express adnlissions or upon 
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.other evidence and affidavits may be used as evidence without any notice to respondent." 

10. Pursuant to its authority under Govenunent Code section 11520, the Board 

finds Respondent is in default. The Board will take action without fUliher hearing and, based on 

Respondent's express adn1issions by way of default and the evidence before it, contained in 

exhibit A, finds that the allegations in Accusation No. 2635 are tnle. 

11. The total costs for investigation and enforcelnent are $7,169.50, as of 

Decelnber 23, 2004. 

DETERMINATION OF ISSUES 

1. Based on the foregoing findings of fact, Respondent Gloria Lee ROlnero, 

a.k.a. Gloria Lee Navano, has sUbjected her Original Phan11acy Teclu1ician Registration No. 

TCH 7860 to discipline. 

2. A copy of the Accusation is attached. 

3. The agency has jurisdiction to adjudicate this case by default. 

4. The Board of Phannacy is authorized to revoke Respondent's Original 

Phmmacy Teclu1ician Registration based upon the following violations alleged in the Accusation: 

a. Business & Professions Code sections 4301, subdivision (e) and 

490 - conviction of a crilne. 

b. Business & Professions Code section 4324 and Health & Safety 

Code section 111 73, subdivisions (a) and (b) - forged prescriptions for herself. 

ORDER 

IT IS SO ORDERED that Original Phmmacy Teclmician Registration No. TCH 

7860, heretofore issued to Respondent Gloria Lee ROlnero, a.k.a. Gloria Lee Navano, IS 

revoked. 

Pursuant to Govenunent Code section 11520, subdivision (c), Respondent n1ay 

serve a written Inotion requesting that the Decision be vacated and stating the grounds relied on 

within seven (7) days after service of the Decision on Respondent. The agency in its discretion 

Inay vacate the Decision and grant a hearing on a showing of good cause, as defined in the 

statute. 

3 


http:7,169.50


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

Gloria Lee Romero 

Phannacy Teclulician Registration No. TCH 7860 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2635 

DEFAULT DECISION AND ORDER 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Default Decision and Order is hereby adopted by the Board ofPhaJ.111acy 

of the Departnlent of Consunler Affairs, as its Decision in the above-entitled n1atter. 

This decision shall become effective on Ma reb 1 3 , 2005 

It is so ORDERED on Febrllary 11 i 2005 . 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

~~ By~ /= 
STmLEYW. GOb~RG.­
Board President 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General 
of the State of California 

CHRISTINA M. THOMAS, State Bar No. 171168 
Deputy Attorney General 

California Department of Justice 
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-2557 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

GLORIA LEE ROMERO 
AKA GLORIA LEE NAV ARRO 
105 Dearbolll PI. #38 
Goleta, CA 9311 7 

Original Pharmacy Technician Registration 
No. TCH 7860 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2635 

ACCUSATION 

Complainant alleges: 


PARTIES 


1. Patricia F. Harris (Colnplainant) brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer 

Affairs. 

2. On or about June 8, 1993, the Board of Pharmacy issued Original 

Pharn1acy Tec1mician Registration No. TCH 7860 to Gloria Lee Romero, also known as Gloria 

Lee Navarro (Respondent). The Pharmacy Technician Registration was in full force and effect at 

all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on August 31, 2004, unless 

renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 


3. This Accusation is brought before the Board of Pharmacy (Board), 

Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section 

references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 4300 of the Business and Professions Code provides, in pertinent 

part, that every license issued by the Board is subject to discipline, including suspension or 

revocation. 

5. Section 4301 states: 

"The board shall take action against any holder of a license who is guilty of 

unprofessional conduct or whose license has been procured by fraud or misrepresentation or 

issued by mistake. Unprofessional conduct shall include, but is not limited to, any of the 

following: 

"(f) The comlnission of any act involving moral turpitude, dishonesty, fraud, 

deceit, or corruption, whether the act is committed in the course of relations as a licensee or 

otherwise, and whether the act is a felony or misdemeanor or not. 

"(g) Knowingly making or signing any certificate or other document that falsely 

represents the existence or nonexistence of a state of facts. 

"(1) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, 

and duties of a licensee under this chapter. The record of conviction of a violation of Chapter 13 

(comlnencing with section 801) of Title 21 of the United States Code regulating controlled 

substances or of a violation of the statutes of this state regUlating controlled substances or 

dangerous drugs shall be conclusive evidence of unprofessional conduct. In all other cases, the 

record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence only of the fact that the conviction occurred. 

The board may inquire into the circumstances surrounding the commission of the crime, in order 

to fix the degree of discipline or, in the case of a conviction not involving controlled substances 

or dangerous drugs, to determine if the conviction is of an offense substantially related to the 
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qualifications, functions, and duties of a licensee under this chapter. A plea or verdict of guilty 

or a conviction following a plea ofnolo contendere is deemed to be a conviction within the 

lneaning of this provision. The board may take action when the time for appeal has elapsed, or 

the judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal or when an order granting probation is 

made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under section 

1203.4 of the Penal Code allowing the person to withdraw his or her plea of guilty and to enter a 

plea of not guilty, or setting aside the verdict of guilty, or dismissing the accusation, information, 

or indictment. 

"(0) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting in or 

abetting the violation of or conspiring to violate any provision or term of this chapter or of the 

applicable federal and state laws and regulations governing pharmacy, including regulations 

established by the board. 

"(p) Actions or conduct that would have warranted denial of a license." 

6. Section 4324 states: 

"(a) Every person who signs the name of another, or of a fictitious person, or 

falsely makes, alters, forges, utters, publishes, passes, or attempts to pass, as genuine, any 

prescription for any drugs is guilty of forgery and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by 

imprisonment in the state prison, or by imprisonment in the county j ail, for not lTIOre than one 

year." 

7. Section 490 of the Code states: 

"A Board may suspend or revoke a license on the ground that the licensee has 

been convicted of a crime, if the crin1e is substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or 

duties of the business or profession for which the license was issued, or the ground of knowingly 

Inaking a false statement of fact required to be revealed in an application for such license. A 

conviction within the lneaning of this section means a plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction 

following a plea of nolo contendere. Any action which a Board is permitted to take following the 

establishment of a conviction may be taken when the time for appeal has elapsed, or the 
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judgment of conviction has been affirmed on appeal, or when an order granting probation is 

made suspending the imposition of sentence, irrespective of a subsequent order under the 

provisions of section 1203.4 of the Penal Code." 

8. Health and Safety Code section 11173 states: 

"(a) No person shall obtain or attempt to obtain controlled substances, or procure 

or attempt to procure the administration of or prescription for controlled substances, (1) by fraud, 

deceit, misrepresentation, or subterfuge; or (2) by the concealment of a material fact. 

"(b) No person shall make a false statement in any prescription, order, report, or 

record, required by this division." 

9. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1770, states: 

"For the purpose of denial, suspension, or revocation of a personal or facility 

license pursuant to Division 1.5 (commencing with section 475) of the Business and Professions 

Code, a crilne or act shall be considered substantially related to the qualifications, functions or 

duties of a licensee or registrant if to a substantial degree it evidences present or potential 

unfitness of a licensee or registrant to perform the functions authorized by his license or 

registration in a mamler consistent with the public health, safety, or welfare." 

10. Section 118, subdivision. (b) of the Code provides that the 

suspension/expiration of a license shall not deprive the Board ofjurisdiction to proceed with a 

disciplinary action during the period within which the license may be renewed, restored, reissued 

or reinstated. 

11. Section 125.3, subdivision (a), states, in pertinent part: 

"Except as otherwise provided by law, in any order issued in resolution of a 

disciplinary proceeding before any board within the department ... the board may request the 

administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or violations 

of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and 

enforcement of the case." 
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DRUGS 

12. Section 4022 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that a "dangerous 

drug" Ineans any drug unsafe for self-use in that under federal or state law it can be lawfully 

dispersed only on prescription or furnished pursuant to section 4006 of the Code. 

13. Section 4021 of the Code provides in pertinent part, that a "controlled 

substance" Ineans any substance listed in Chapter 2 of Division 10 of the Health and Safety 

Code. 

"Darvocet," is a brand of propoxyphene and acetaminophen. It is a Schedule' IV 


controlled substance, as designated by Health and Safety Code section 11057(c)(2) and is 


categorized as a ~ dangerous dlug pursuant to section 4022 of the Code. 


FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Conviction of a Crune) 

14. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under sections 4031, 


subdivision (1) and 490 of the Code, in conjunction with California Code ofRegulations, title 16, 


section 1770, for unprofessional conduct, in that Respondent was convicted of a crune 


substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a phannacy teclulician, by reason 


of the following: 


A. On or about Septenlber 23, 1997, Respondent was convicted by the court 


on a plea of no contest of one count of violating Vehicle Code section 23152, subdivision (a) 


(driving under the influence of alcohol), a misdelneanor, in the Municipal Court of California, 


Santa Barbara Iudicial District, County of Santa Barbara, State of Califonna, entitled People v. 


Gloria Lee Romero, Case No. 475397. 


B. The circulnstances surrounding the conviction are that on or about August 


25, 1997, Respondent willfully and unlawfully drove a nlotor vehicle wlnle under the influence 


of an alcoholic beverage. 
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SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Forged Prescription) 

15. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under sections 4300 and 4301, 

subdivisions (f) and (g) of the Code, for unprofessional conduct, for violating section 4324, 

subdivision (a) of the Code and Health and Safety Code section 11173, subdivisions (a) and (b), 

in that on May 17, 2002, while employed as a Pharmacy Technician at Sansum - Santa Barbara 

Medical Clinic, in Santa Barbara, CA, Respondent forged her own prescriptions, via facsimile for 

a controlled substance, to wit: Darvocet, by fraud, deceit, misrepresentation or subterfuge. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Violation of Law) 

16. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under Business and 

Professions Code sections 4300 and 4301, subdivisions (0) and (P), on the grounds of 

unprofessional conduct, in that Respondent violated the law on or about September 23, 1997, for 

conviction of a crime, as more fully set forth in paragraph 11 above, and on May 17, 2002, by 

forging a prescription for a drug, as lTIOre fully set forth above in paragraph 12 above. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the n1atters herein 

alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board of Pharmacy issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 

7860, issued to Gloria Lee Romero, also known as, Gloria Lee Navarro; 

2. Ordering Gloria Romero, to pay the Board of Pharmacy the reasonable 

costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 125.3; 
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3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: Il/l/~'f 

PATRICIAF. HARRIS 
Executive Officer 
Board of Pharmacy 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 
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