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BILL LOCI(YER, Attonley General 
of the State of Califol11ia 

STEPHEN A. MILLS, State Bar No. 54145 
Deputy Attonley General 

Depmilnent of Justice 
300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, Califonlia 90013 
Telephone: (213) 8797-2539 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attonleys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 
BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEP ARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

ROBERT JOSEPH CASSARA 
Phannacist License No. 37654 

Respondent. 

CASE NO. 2389 

OAR NO. L-20001060389 


STIPULATED SETTLEMENT 
AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER FOR 
ROBERT JOSEPH CASSARA 

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the pmiies to the 

above-entitled proceeding that the following Inatters are true: 

PARTIES 

1. Patricia F. Harris (Conlplainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of 

Pharmacy. She brought this action in her official capacity and is represented in this matter by 

Bill Lockyer, Attonley General of the State of Califonlia, by Stephen A Mills, Deputy Attorney 

General. 

2. Respondent Robert Joseph Cassara is represented by Douglas W. Otto, 

Attorney at Law, Landlnark Square, 111 West Ocean Boulevard, Suite 1300, P.O. Box 2210, 

Long Beach, Califonlia, 90801-2210, Fax (562) 590-7909. 

3. On or about April 5, 1983, The Board ofPhannacy issued Original 

Pharmacist's License No. 37654 to Robert Joseph Cassara, Respondent herein. The phamlacist 

license was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation 
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No. 2389. On or about Decelnber 13, 2001, Respondent entered into a Stipulation with the 

Board that he would not practice phanllacy until the resolution of this proceeding. 

4. Accusation No. 2389 was filed before the Board ofPhannacy of the 

Depatinlent of Consumer Affairs, (Board), and is cunently pending against Respondent. The 

Accusation, together all other statutorily required docunlents, was properly selved on 

Respondent on May 24, 2001, and Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the 

Accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 2387 is attached as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by 

reference. 

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS 

5. Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and 

allegations in Accusation No. 2389. Respondent has also carefully read, and understands the 

effects of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. 

6. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the 

tight to a hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to be represented by 

counsel at his own expense; the right to confront and cross-exalnine the witnesses against hinl; 

the right to present evidence and to testify in his own behalf; the right to the issuance of 

subpoenas to cOlnpel the attendance of witnesses and the production of docunlents; the right to 

reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the 

Califoll1ia Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws. 

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up 

each and every right set forth above. 

CULP ABILITY 

8. In order to render a speedy resolution of this matter, Respondent adnlits 

the specific allegations of the first cause for Discipline in Accusation 2389, paragraph (l)(A), on 

page 3 of the Accusation, that Respondent had in his possession on February 14,2001, two 

bottles of Hydrocodone Bitartrate 10 Ing/APAP 325mg #100 tablets. Respondent ftniher adnlits 

the specific allegations of the second cause for Discipline in Accusation No. 2389, paragraph 

(2)(A), on page 3-4 of the Accusation, that on February 14, 2001, Respondent was detained at his 
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place of eluployment, Sav-on Phannacy #6197 by other employees for having a loaded handgun 

in his possession. Respondent adluitted to the arresting officer that it was his gun. 

Said admissions are luade solely for the purpose of this or any other proceedings 

between Respondent and the California Board ofPhanuacy and shall not be adnlissible in any 

other or collateral proceedings. In the event this Stipulation is not adopted by the Board, said 

adluissions will be withdrawn. 

9. Respondent agrees that his phmmacist license is subject to discipline, and 

he agrees to be bound by the Board's iluposition of discipline as set fOlih in the Disciplinary 

Order below. 

CONTINGENCY 

10. This Stipulation shall be subj ect to approval by the Board. Respondent 

understands and agrees that the Board of Phanuacy' s staff and counsel for COlnplainant nlay 

cOlUl11unicate directly with the Board regarding this Stipulation and Settleluent, without notice to 

or participation by Respondent. By signing this Stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees 

that he luay not withdraw his agreeluent or seek to rescind the Stipulation prior to the tiIue the 

Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this Stipulation as its Decision and 

Order, the Stipulated Settleluent and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force and effect, except for 

this paragraph, it shall be adluissible in any legal action between the paIiies, and the Board shall 

not be disqualified frOlU further action by having considered this luatter. 

11. The paliies understand and agree that facsinlile copies of this Stipulated 

Settleluent and Disciplinary Order, induding facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the sanle 

force and effect as the originals. 

12. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties 

agree that the Board luay, without further notice or fonnal proceeding, issue and enter the 

following Disciplinary Order: 

/ / 

/ / 

/ / 
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER 


IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Original Phannacist License Number 37654 

issued to Respondent Robert Joseph Cassara is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and 

the pharmacist license is placed on probation for a period of five (5) years on the following tenllS 

and conditions. 

In addition, it is ordered that Original Pharmacist License Nlunber 37654 issued 

to Respondent Robert Joseph Cassara is suspended from the practice ofpharnlacy for a period of 

one year. However, Respondent is given credit for the full year that he has not practiced as a 

phamlacist, so this condition is stayed on the following telms and conditions: 

1. Obey All Laws. Respondent shall obey all federal and state laws and 

regulations substantially related to or govenling the practice ofphannacy. 

Respondent shall report any of the following occunences to the Board, in 

writing, within (seventy-two) 72 hours of such OCClm-ence: 

• An anest or issuance of a criminal cOlnplaint for violation of any 

provision of the Pharmacy law, state and federal food and drug laws, or state or federal 

controlled substances laws. 

• A plea of guilty or nolo contendre in any state or federal crilllinal 

proceeding to any crilninal conlplaint, infonnation or indictlnent. 

• A conviction of any crilne. 

• Discipline, citation or other adlninstrative action filed by any state 

or federal agency which involves Respondent's Phanllacist's license or which is related to the 

practice of phatmacy or the manufacturing, obtaining, handling or distribution or billing or 

charging for of any drug, device or controlled substance. 

2. Reporting to the Board. Respondent shall report to the Board or its 

designee quatierly. The report shall be made either in person or in writing, as directed. If the 

final probation report is not lnade as directed, probation shall be extended autolnatically until 

such tilne as the final report is Inade. 
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3. Interview with the Board. Upon receipt of reasonable notice, 

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board or its designee upon request at 

various intervals at a location to be detenninated by the Board or its designee. Failure to appear 

for a scheduled interview without prior notification to the Board shall be considered a violation 

of probation. 

4. Cooperation with the Board Staff. Respondent shall cooperate with the 

Board's inspection progranl and in the Board's monitoring and investigation of the Respondent's 

conlpliance with the tenns and conditions of his probation. Failure to cooperate shall be 

considered a violation of probation. 

5. Continuing Education. Respondent shall provide evidence of effolis to 

Inaintain skill and knowledge as a phannacist as directed by the Board. 

6. Notice to Employers. Respondent shall notify all present and prospective 

enlployers of the decision in Case No. 2389 and the terms, conditions and restrictions ilnposed 

on Respondent Cassara by the decision. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this 

decision, and within fifteen (15) days of Respondent Cassara undertaking new employment, 

Respondent Cassara shall cause his employer to report to the Board in writing acknowledging the 

elnployer has read the decision in Case No. 2389. 

If Respondent Cassara works for or is employed by or through a pharmacy 

enlploytnent service, Respondent nlust notify the phannacist-in-charge and/or owner at every 

phannacy at which he is to be elnployed or used of the fact and tenns of the decision in case 

nlunber 2186 in advance of the Respondent commencing work at the phannacy. 

"EmploYlnent" within the meaning of this provision shall include any full-tilne, 

part-time, tenlporary or relief service or pharmacy management service as a pharmacist, whether 

the Respondent is considered an elnployee or independent contractor. 

7. No Preceptorships, Supervision of Interns, Being Pharmacist-in-

Charge. Respondent shall not supervise any intenl phamlacist or perfonn any of the duties of a 

preceptor, nor shall Respondent be the phannacist-in-charge of any phanl1acy licensed by the 

Board. 
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8. No Ownership of Premises. Respondent shall not own, have any legal or 

beneficial interest in, or serve as Inanager, adininistrator, member, officer, director, associate, or 

partner of any business, film, palinership, or corporation currently of hereinafter licensed by the 

Board. Respondent shall sell or transfer any legal or beneficial interest in any entity licensed by 

the Board within ninety (90) days following the effective date of this decision and shall 

iminediately thereafter provide written proof thereof to the Board. 

9. Reimbursement of Board Costs. Respondent Cassara shall pay to the 

Board its costs of investigation and prosecution in the alnount of four thousand dollars 

($4,000.00). Respondent Inay Inake qUalierly paynlents over a period of twelve (12) lnonths to 

satisfy this condition. IfRespondent fails to pay the costs as specified by the BOal-d on or before 

the date(s) determined by the Board, the Board shall, without affording the Respondent notice 

and the opportunity to be heard, revoke probation and cany out the Disciplinary Order that was 

stayed. At its option, the Board Inay elect to extend the period ofprobation until such time as the 

SUln of four thousand dollars ($4,000.00) has been paid in full. 

Should Respondent Cassara, regardless of residency, for any reason cease 

practicing phanllacy in California, Respondent Cassara must notify the Board in writing within 

ten (10) days of cessation of the practice ofphannacy or reslllning the practice of phannacy. 

"Cessation of practice" nleans any period of time exceeding thiIiy (30) days in which 

Respondent Cassara is not engaged in the practice ofphannacy as defined in section 4052 of the 

Business and Professions Code. 

It is a violation ofprobation for Respondent's probation to reinain tolled pursuant 

to the provisions of this condition for a period exceeding a consecutive period of [three] years. 

10. Rehabilitation Program - Pharmacists Recovery Program. (PRP) 

Within thiIiy (30) days of the effective date of this decision, Respondent shall contact the 

Phannacists RecovelY Pro graIn for evaluation and shall successfully participate in and cOlnplete 

the treatinent contract and any subsequent addendums as recommended and provided by the PRP 

and as approved by the Board. Respondent shall not resume the practice ofphannacy until 
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notified by the Board in writing. The costs for PRP participation shall be bonle by the 

Respondent. 

If Respondent is currently eIn'olled in the PRP, said participation is now 

nlandatory and is no longer considered a self-referral under Business & Professions Code section 

4363, as of the effective date of this decision. Respondent shall successfully participate in and 

cOlnplete his or her current contract and any subsequent addendums with the PRP. Probation 

shall be autolnatically extended until Respondent successfully completes his treattnent contract. 

Any person tenllinated froln the progratn shall be autolnatically suspended upon notice by the 

Board. The Board shall retain jurisdiction to institute action to tenllinate probation for any 

violation of this term. 

Ifrecomnlended by the Phannacist's Recovery Progranl, Respondent, at his 

expense, shall participate in randonl testing, including but not litnited to biological fluid testing 

(urine. blood), breathalyzer, hair follicle testing, or a dnlg screening progranl approved by the 

Board. The length of time shall be for the entire probation period and the frequency of testing 

will be detennined by the Board. At all tilnes Respondent shall fully cooperate with the Board, 

and shall, when directed, subnlit to such tests and samples for the detection of alcohol, narcotics, 

hypnotics, dangerous drugs or other controlled substances. Failure to subInit to such testing as 

directed shall constitute a violation of probation. Any confinned positive drug test shall result in 

the inllnediate suspension of practice by the Respondent. Respondent Inay not resume the 

practice of phanllacy until notified by the Board in writing. 

11. Probation Monitoring Costs. Respondent shall pay the costs associated 

with probation monitoring as detelmined by the Board each and every year ofprobation. Such 

costs shall be payable to the Board at the end of each year of probation. Failure to pay such costs 

shall be considered a violation ofprobation. 

12. Status of License. Respondent Cassara shall, at all tinles while on 

probation, Inaintain an active current license with the Board, including any period during which 

suspension or probation is tolled. If Respondent's license expires by operation of law or 
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otherwise, upon renewal or re-application, Respondent's license shall be subject to all tenns of 

this probation not previously satisfied. 

13. Notification of Employment/Mailing Address Change. Within ten (10) 

days of a change of employment - either leaving or cOlmnencing elnploynlent - Respondent 

Cassara shall notify the Board in writing, including the address of the new elnployer; within ten 

(10) days ofa change of mailing address, Respondent Cassara shall notify the Board in writing. 

If Respondent works for or is elnployed through a phalmacy elnploYlnent service, Respondent 

shall, as requested, provide to the Board or its designee a work schedule, indicating dates and 

location of elnployment. 

14. Tolling of Probation. If Respondent Cassara leaves Califonlia to reside 

or practice outside this state, Respondent Inust notify the Board in writing of the dates of 

departure and retunl within ten (l0) days of departure or return. Periods of residency, except 

such periods where the Respondent is actively practicing phannacy within California, or practice 

outside Califonlia shall not apply to reduction or the probationary period. 

15. Violation of Probation. If Respondent violates probation in any respect, 

the Board, after giving Respondent notice and an 0PPoliunity to be heard, Inay revoke probation 

and carry out the disciplinary order which was stayed. If a petition to revoke probation or an 

accusation is filed against Respondent during probation, the Board shall have continuing 

jurisdiction, and the period of probation shall be extended, until the petition to revoke probation 

is heard and decided. If Respondent has not complied with any term or condition of probation, 

the Board shall have continuing jurisdiction over Respondent, and probation shall automatically 

be extended until all tenns and conditions have beenlnet or the Board has taken other action as 

deelned appropriate to treat the failure to cOlnply as a violation of probation, to tenninate 

probation, and to iInpose the penalty which was stayed. 

16. License Surrender while on Probation/Suspension. Following the 

effective date of this decision, should Respondent cease practice due to retirelnent or health, or 

be otherwise unable to satisfy the telms and conditions of probation, Respondent Inay tender his 

license to the Board for sunender. The Board shall have the discretion whether to grant the 
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request for surrender or take any action it deems appropriate and reasonable. Upon formal 

acceptance of the surrender of the license, Respondent will no longer be subject to the temlS and 

conditions ofprobation. 

Upon acceptance of the surrender, Respondent shall relinquish his pocket license 

to the Board within 10 (ten) days of notification by the Board that the surrender is accepted. 

Respondent Inay not reapply for any license from the Board for 3 (three) years from the effective 

date of the surrender. Respondent shallineet all requirelnents applicable to the license sought as 

of the date of the application for that license is subnlitted to the Board. 

17. Completion of Probation. Upon successful completion of probation, 

Respondent's license andlor pennit will be fully restored. 

18. Supervised Practice. Respondent shall practice only under the 

supervision of a phannacist not on probation with the Board. Respondent shall not practice until 

the supervisor is approved by the Board. The supervision shall be, as required by the Board, 

either: 

Continuous - 75% to 100% ofa work week 

Substantial - At least 50% of a work week 

Partial - At least 25% of a work week 

Daily Review - Supervisor's review of probationer's daily activities within 24 hours 

Within thiliy (30) days of the effective date of this decision, Respondent shall 

have his or her supervisor subnlit notification to the Board in writing stating the supervisor has 

read the decision in case number 2389 and is familiar with the level of supervision as detenllined 

by the Board. 

If Respondent changes enlploYlnent, Respondent shall have his new supervisor, 

within fifteen (15) days after elnploynlent COlnlnences, submit notification to the Board in 

writing stating the direct familiar with the level of supervision as determined by the Board. 

Within ten (10) days or leaving elnployment, Respondent shall notify the Board in 

writing. 
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/ / 


/ / 


19. Abstain from Drugs and Alcohol Use. Ifrecoinmended by the 

Phan11acists' Recovery Progratn, Respondent shall cOlnpletely abstain from the possession or use 

of alcohol, controlled substances, dangerous dIugS and their associated paraphenlalia except 

when the drugs are lawfully prescribed by a licensed practitioner as pati of a dOCu111ented 

Inedical treatinent. Upon request of the Board, Respondent shall provide documentation fron1 

the licensed practitioner that the prescription was legitimately issued and is a necessary pati of 

the treatlnent of the Respondent. 

20. Adoption of Stipulation. It is understood that, in deciding whether to 

adopt this Stipulation, the Board Inay receive oral and written presentation from, and make 

inquiries of, cOlnplainant, her atton1eys, the Board's atton1eys, consulting experts, and the 

Board's enforcement conunittee. 

ACCEPTANCE 

I have carefully read the Stipulated Settieinent atld Disciplinary Order. I 

understand the Stipulation and the effect it will have on n1y phannacists license. I enter into this 

Stipulated Settieinent and Disciplinary Order vohu1tarily, lmowingly, and intelligently, and agree 

to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board ofPhannacy. 

DATED: (J~//'l I {) <­J

. I 

ROBERT JOSEPH CASSARA 
Resp dZ:::/· 

Approved as to form. 

DATED: 
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SAM:shp 

a:\mi1Js.Cassara 

i:all\Mi11s\Cassara.stip.l 

ENDORSEMENT 

The foregoing Stipulated Settlelnent and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully 

sublnitted for consideration by the Board of Pharmacy of the Departnlent of Consulner Affairs. 

DATED~4w(&kr tJ( h>~?7- . 

BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General 
of e Stat of California 

dt~ 


Attonleys for COlnplainant 
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BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


h1 the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

ROBERT JOSEPH CASSARA 
2281 Faust Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90815 
Phannacist License No. RPH 37654 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2389 

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND 
DISCIPLINARY ORDER FOR 
ROBERT JOSEPH CASSARA 

I~______________________________~ 

DECISION AND ORDER 

The attached Stipulated Settlelnent and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopted by the 

Board of Phannacy of the Departn1ent of Consulner Affairs, as its Decision in the above-

entitled n1atter. 

This decision shall becon1e effective on November 20, 2002 

It is so ORDERED on October 21, 2002 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 
STATE OF CALIFORN1A 

By 
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BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General 
of the State of California 

MICHAEL A. SHEKEY, State Bar No. 143436 
Deputy Attorney General 

California Department of Justice 
300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702 
Los Angeles, California 90013 
Telephone: (213) 897-2520 
Facsimile: (213) 897-2804 

Attorneys for Complainant 

BEFORE THE 

BOARD OF PHARMACY 


DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 


In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

ROBERT CASSARA 
2281 Faust Avenue 
Long Beach, CA- 90815 

Pharmacist License No. 37654 

Respondent. 

Case No. 2389 

ACCUSATION 

Complainant alleges: 

PARTIES 

1. Patricia F. Harris ("Complainant") brings this Accusation solely in her 

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board ofPhannacy, Department of Consumer 

Affairs. 

2. On or about AprilS, 1983, the Board ofPhannacy issued Phannacist 

License Number 37654 to Robert Cassara ("Respondent"). The Phannacist License was in full 

force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on December 

31, 2002, unle~s renewed. 

JURISDICTION 



': ,) 

2 

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board ofPhannacy ("Board"), 

under the authority of the following sections of the Business and Professions Code ("Code"). 

4. Section 4300 of the Code pennits the Board to take disciplinary action to 

suspend or revoke a license issued by the Board. 

5. Section 4301 of the Code states that the Board shall take action against 

any holder of a license who is guilty ofunprofessional conduct or whose license has been 

procured by fraud or misrepresentation or issued by mistake. Unprofessional conduct shall 

include, but is not limited to, any ofthe following: 

(f) The commission of any act involving moral turpitude, dishonesty, fraud, 

deceit, or corruption, whether the act is committed in the course of relations as a licensee 

or otherwise, and whether the act is a felony or misdemeanor or not. 

(j) The violation of any of the statutes of this state or of the United States 

regulating controlled substances and dangerous drugs. Section 4301 of the Code states: 

(pfActions or conduct that would have warranted denial of a license. 

6. Section 4060 of the Code states: 

No person shall possess any controlled substance, except that furnished to a 

person upon the prescription of a physician, dentist, podiatrist, or veterinarian, or 

furnished pursuant to a drug order issued by a physician assistant pursuant to Section 

3502.1 or a nurse practitioner pursuant to Section 2836.1. This section shall not apply to 

the possession of any controlled substance by a manufacturer, wholesaler, pharmacy, 

physician, podiatrist, dentist, veterinarian, physician assistant, or nurse practitioner, when 

in stock in containers correctly labeled with the name and address of the supplier or 

producer. 

Nothing in this section authorizes a nurse practitioner or a physician assistant to 

order his or her own stock of dangerous drugs and devices. 

7. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may 
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request the administrative law judge to direct a licentiate found to have committed a violation or 

violations of the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs ofthe investigation 

and enforcement of the case. 

8. CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 

A. "Hydrocodone Bitartrate" is a Schedule ill controlled substance as 

n section 11056 of the Health and Safety Code. 

B. "Tussionex" is a Schedule ill controlled substance as defined in 

section 11056 of the Health and Safety Code. 

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(possession of a Controlled Substance) 

1. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under sections 4300 and 

4301((f), (j), and (P) of the Code on the grounds ofunprofessional conduct for violating section 

4060 of the Code and section 11350 of the Health and Safety Code in that Respondent was in 

possession of a controlled substance. The circumstances are as follows': 

A On or about February 14, 2001, was arrested at the Sav-On 

Phatmacy #6197 for theft of a controlled substance, i.e., Tussionex Syrup. At the time of his 

arrest, Respondent gave the arresting officer pennission to search his brief case. The searched 

revealed that Respondent had in his possession two bottles ofHydrocodone Bitartrate 

IOmglAPAP 325mg #100 tablets. 

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Moral Turpitude) 

2. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 4300 and 

4301((f) and (P) of the Code on the grounds of unprofessional conduct as more fully set forth 

below: 

A On February 14, 2001, Respondent was detained at his place of 
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employment, Sav-On Phannacy #6197 by other employees for having a loaded handgun in his 

possession. Respondent admitted to the arresting officer that it was his gun. 

B. On February 14,2001, during an investigation of theft of controlled 

substances by the loss prevention/security director at Respondent's place of employment, Sav-On 

Phannacy #6197, Respondent admitted to the director that he had stolen approximately 23 pints 

ofTussionex Syrup and approximately 5 quarts of liquid Hydrocodone Bitartrate. 

PRAYER 

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein 

alleged, and that following the hearing, the Board of Pharmacy issue a decision: 

1. Revoking or suspending Pharmacist License Number 37654, issued to 

Robert Cassara; 

2. Ordering Robert Cassara to pay the Board ofPharmacy the reasonable 

costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 125.3; 

3. Taking such other and further action as ~eemed necessary and proper. 

DATED: 5/Jcilo/r I 
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PATRICIAF. HARRIS 
Executive Officer 
Board of Pharmacy 
Department of Consumer Affairs 
State of California 
Complainant 


