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KAMALA D, HARRIS
Attorney General of California
DIANN SOKOLOFF
Superviging Deputy Attorney General
ASPASIA A, PAPAVASSILIOU
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 196360
1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor
P.O. Box 70550
Oakland, CA 94612-0550
Telephone: (510) 622-2199
Facsimile: (510) 622-2270
E-mail: Aspasia Papavassilion@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PHARMACY
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Statement of Issues Case No. 81 5161
Against:

WAZIMA RAHIMI
ak.a. WAZHMA NILOFAR RAHIMI STATEMENT OF ISSUES
Intern Pharmacist Registration Applicant

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
PARTIES

1. Virginia Herold (Complainant) brings this Statement of Issues solely in her official
capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer Affairs.

2. Onor about September 24, 2013, the Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer
Affairs received an Application for Registration as an Intern Pharmacist from Wazhma Rahimi,
also known as Wazhma Nilofar Rahimi (Respondent). On or about September 19, 2013, Respondent
certified under penalty of perjury as to the truthfulness of all statements, answers, and
representations in the Application. The Board denied the application on or about January 30,

2014,
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JURISDICTION

3, This Statement of Issues is brought before the Board of Pharmacy (Board),
Department of Consumer Affairs, under the authority of the following laws. All section
references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise indicated.

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY PROVISIONS

4,  Section 4300, subdivision (c), of the Code states in pertinent part:

“(¢) The board may refuse a license to any applicant guilty of unprofessional conduct. The
board may, in its sole discretion, issue a probationary license to any applicant for a license who is
guilty of unprofessional conduct and who has met all other requirements for licensure. The board
may issue the license subject to any terms or conditions not contrary to public policy . , . .”

5. Section 4301 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that “unprofessional conduct” is

defined to include, but not be limited to, any of the following:

“(1) The conviction of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, and
duties of a licensee under this chapter.”

6.  Section 480 of the Code states, in pertinent part:

“(a} A board may deny a license regulated by this code on the grounds that the applicant
has one of the following:

“(1) Been convicted of a crime, . . . Any action which a board is permitted to take following
the establishment of a conviction may be taken . . . irrespective of a subsequent order under the
provisions of Section 1203 .4 of the Penal Code.

“(2) Done any act involving dishonesty, fraud or deceit with the intent to substantially
benefit himself or another, or substantially injure another; or

“(3) Done any act which if done by a licentiate of the business or profession in question,
would be grounds for suspension or revocation of license.

“The board may deny a license pursuant to this subdivision only if the crime or act is

substantially related to the qualifications, functions or duties of the . . . [license].”
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7. California Code of Regulations, title 16, section 1770, states:

“For the purpose of denial, suspension, or revocation of a personal or facility license
pursuant to Division 1.5 (commencing with Section 475) of the Business and Professions Code, a
crime or act shall be considered substantially related to the qualifications, functions or duties of a
licensee or registrant if to a substantial degree it evidences present or potential unfitness of a |
licensee or registrant to perform the functions authorized by his license or registration in a manner
consistent with the public health, safety, or welfare.”

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

8. Onor about September 2, 2010, in a criminal case entitled United States of America
v. Wazhma Nilofar Rahim, Case No. CR10 0116 in the United States District Court for the
Northern District, Respondent was convicted of conspiracy to commit mail fraud (Title 18, U.S.
Code § 1349). Respondent was sentenced to three years probation, ordered to perform 200 hours
of community service, and pay restitution in the amount 0f$17,192.76. The factual
circumstances of the conviction are as follows:

a.  On or about Febmary 18, 2010, Respondent was indicted in federal court for
knowingly submitting false and fraudulent information to a mortgage lender.

b. The offense occurred from on or about March 17, 2008, to on or about July 23, 2008,

while Respondent worked as a loan processor.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION
(Substantially Related Conviction)
(Bus & Prof. Code §§ 480, subd. (a)(1) and 4301, subd. (1))

9. Respondent has subjected her application for an intern Pharmacist Registration to
denial in that she was convicted of a crime substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or
duties of an Intern Pharmacist. (Bus & Prof. Code §§ 480, subd. (a)(1) and 4301, subd. (I).) The

circumstances are set forth in paragraph eight, above.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION
(Commiitted Act Involving Dishonesty)
(Bus, & Prof. Code § 480, subd. (a)(2))

10. Respondent has subjected her application for an Intern Pharmacist Registration to
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denial in that she committed acts involving dishonesty, with the intent {o substantially benefit
herself. (Bus. & Prof. Code § 480, subd. (a)(2).) The circumstances are set forth in paragraph

eight, above.

THIRD CAUSE FOR DENIAL OF APPLICATION
(Committed Acts Which if Done by Licensee Would Be Cause for Discipline)
(Bus. & Prof. Code §§ 480, subd. (2)(3), and 4301, subd. (1))

11.  Respondent has subjected her application for an Intern Pharmacist Registration to
denial in that she committed acts, which if done by an Intern Pharmacist, would constitute
grounds for discipline. (Bus. & Prof. Code §§ 480, subd. (a)(3), and 4301, subd. (1).) The
circumstances are set forth in paragraph eight, above.

MATTER IN AGGRAVATION

12.  Complainant further alleges, as a matter in aggravation, that in a defaunit decision
effective on or about August 18, 2011, the Department of Real Estate (DRE) revoked
Respondent’s mortgage broker based on Respondent’s criminal conviction (DRE Case No. H-
11093 SF). Respondent failed to reveal the revocation in her application for registration as an
Intern Pharmacist. She answered “No” to Question No. 10, which asked, “Have you ever had a
pharmacy permit, or any professional or vocational license or registration, denied or disciplined
by a government authority in this state or any other state?”

_ PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Board of Pharmacy issue a decision:

1.  Denying the application of Wazhma Rahimi, also known as Wazhma Nilofar Rahimi for
an Intern Pharmacist Registration;

2. Taking such other and further actiop as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED:

Board of Pldrmacy

Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant
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