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BEFORE THE 

9 BOARD OF PHARMACY 
DEP ARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS' 

10 STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

11 
In the Matter of the AccusationAgainst: Case No. 4132 

12 
KARRIE EWING 

13 8470 Petunia Way 
Buena Park, CA 90620 ACCUSATION 

14 

I 15 Pharmacy Technician Registration No. TCH 
26413 I 	 16 I 

'-I Respondent. 
17 'i 

I 18 

19 Complainant alleges: 

io 	 PARTIES 
I 
i 	 21 1. Virginia Herold (Complainant) brings tIns Accusation solely in her official capacity 
I 
. i 	 22 as the Executive Officer ofthe Board of Pharmacy, Department of Consumer Affairs. ' . 

23 '2. On or about July 15, 1998, the Board of Pharmacy issued Pharmacy Technician 

24 Registration Number TCH 26413 to Karrie Ewing (Respondent). The Pharmacy Tec1mician 

, 25 Registration was in fu11 force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and 

26 will expire on October 31, 2011, unless renewed. 
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JURISDICTION 

J . This Acc:usationis broughthefore the Board<ofPharrl1ac;y(Board), Departtnent of 

Consumer Affairs,'underthe<;authority'of~~e following laws .. All section references are to the 

Business and Professions Code.,unless otherwise indicated. 

4. Section 4300(a) of the Code, states that 'Ire]very licenseissued may be suspended or 

revoked." 

5. Section 118, sllPdiVision(b); of the Code provides that the suspension; expir~tion, 

surrender or cancell~tion oralicenseshall11otd~pri:ve;the Board ofjuris~iictioll to<proceedwit.h a 

disciplinary action d'uring theperibd within which the license ,may be renewed, t:e$tored, reissued 

or reinstated .. 

STATUTORY AND REGULATORY PROVISIONS 

6. Section 4820fthe Code states: 

Eacn boardunder'theprovisionsoftl:).is qodesha11develop criteri~to eV~fuate 
the rehabilitatiol1Qf a persoii wheii: 

(tl)CoriSideril1g,the:deniill,of'aHcenseby the poatd:UIider SectlonA80;. 01' 

(b)Considering suspension orrevocation ofa license under Section 490. 

Each board shaU take ~n~oaccpunta11 cOlnpetellt evidence qfrehabilitation 
furnished by the applicant .0rJicensee. 

7. SectionA059 ofllie' Code provides, inpertinent part, thata person may notfurnish 

any dangerous drugexcept'upon theprescriptipnofa physician, dentist; podiatrist, optometrist, 

veterinarian,or naturopathic (}octorpursuantto Sectioll'3640,7. A person maY'11ot furnish.any 

dan~erQ'tls device, excepfupon the prescription ofa.physician, d¢Iitist, podiatrist, optometrist, 

veterinarian,ornaluropathic dQctorpursrtantto Section 3640.7. 

8, Section 4060·ofthe Code states: 

No person shall possess.anY'.controlledsubstance,exceptlliat furnished to a 
person upon the prescription ·ofaphysician, dentist, podiatrist, optometrist; 
veterinarian, 'or naturopathic doctorpursuantto Section 3640.7, orfurnished pursuant 
to a drug order issued by a certified nurse-midwifepursuanttoSection 2746.51, a 
nurse practitioner pursuant toSection 2836.1, or a physician assistant pursuant to 
Section 3502.l,ornaturopathic doctor pursuant to Scction3640.5, or apharmacist 
pursuant to either subparagraph (D) ofparagraph (4) of, or clause (iv}of ' 
sllbp~r~graph (A) ofparagraph (5).of, .subdivision (a) ofSection 4052. This section 
shalL not apply to'thepossession of any controlledsllhstance by amanufacturer, 
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wholesaler",pharmacy, pharmacist, physician, podiatrist, dentist, optometrist, 
veterinarian, naturopathic doctor, certified nurse-midwife, nurse practitioner, or 
physician assIstant, when in stock in containers correctly labeled with the name and 
address of the supplier or producer; 

Nothinginthis sectionautharizes a certifiednllrse-midwife, a nurse 
practitioner,. aphysicianassistant,'or a nat11ropathic doctor; to order his.or her'own 
stock of dangerous drugsanddevic.es. 

9;, Sectiol) 43.01 oithe God,e states: 

The board shall take. aptian againsfanyhoJder of a license who is guilty of 
unprofessiona1cond:t+cto1' whos~licel1.s,ehasl)eenprocured by fraud or 
misrepresentation Qrisslled bYIIlist~e. Unpro(essigni:l1 concl11ct shall include, but is 
not Ihnitedto, My ofthe follpWing: . 

(h) Theadm:inistering to:'oneself,ofany controlled substance,o! the use orany 
dangerous drug .or of alcoholic 'beverages to the extent or ina manner as to be 
dangerous or injurious to oneself, toaperson holding a license under this chapter, or 
to any .a.ther persOllor totllepublic; or to. the extent tha,tthe use. impairs the ability of 
the persori tocoriduct with sare~yto the publicthe: Pl'actice authorized.1:>ythe.Jic.:ense; 

GYThe violation ofany ofthe·'statutes ofthisstate, Of any,othefstate, afofthe 
United.States regulating controlled substances and dangerous ,drugs. 

{o.) Violating ofl:\tternptil1.gtoviolate, clirect~yorindirectly, or assisting in or 
abe:tti,ng'tlle:violation()for cOl).spiri,ngto viola1~anyprovisjQn orJerm ofthis chapter 
or oftheappliqable fed~raLlllfdsJlite laws andtegulatiQl).sgoverning pharmacy, 
includingregtilations established by the board orby any other state orfederal 
regulatory. agency. .' 

COST RECOVKRY 

10. Section.1253 ofthe· Code states, in pertinent part,thatthe Board.may requestthe 

administrative,lawjudge todirectalicentiatefound·tohave.committed.a violation or. violations of 

th~ licensing fl:Qtto Pliya ~wn Ilotto;excee<i the reasonable cqsts qfthe investigation and 

enforcementofthec!l,~e. 
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DRUG 

11. Methamphetamineis a Schedule II controlled substance as.designatedby Health and 

Safety Code section 110S5(d)(2),andisa dang~rousdrug pursuant to Business and Professions 

Code section 4022. 

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

12. On or aboutOctober26, 2010" Garden Grbve Police Depa.:rtment's Career Criininal 

~pprel1ension Team.90nductecl~ stu;Veillanceof an~pcrrtmentinthe area>of Knott Stand Orange, 

Anaheim, Califoriria. Teammemt:>ers.ob.served,Respond,enfsvehic1e leaVe the apartment ul1der 

surveillance.andreturn..to, it. Once R.espondent's vehiclerewrned,they detained Respondent. An 

officer searched her vehicle and located her cosmetic bag containing a pillbox in her vehicle. 

Inside the pillbox was a small white.baggie with approximately .2 grams of a whitecrystallihe 

substance whiCh latertested positive for methampl1etamine.Respondentadrnitted tOQne ofthe 

officers that she Ingests methamphetamine; 

13. On orabourJaill.iar"yLQ,.2011, detectives with the BuenaPatkPo!iceI)epartment 

Vice & Narcotics Unit condl,lcted a surveillance ofRespondent'sresidehce located in Buena Park, 

Califomia and obtained awarrantto searcl1tl1eresidence and, Respondent. A d.etective seill'ched 

Respondent's bedroom and located a methamphetamine smoking pipe underneath her bed, a 

digital scakon top ofher bed and numerous empty small ziplock baggies in her closet. One gram 

of a crystalline substance resembling methamphetamine was found inside Respondent's.g~age 

and tested positiveJor methamphetamine afterapresumptive test. 

14. On.or·apoutJune I, 2Q11,off1¢er$ fro:mthe·Buena Park Police Department initiated a 

traffic enforcementstop Qftbe vehicle drivenby Respomlenton Camellia;Drive, north ofLa 

23PalrnaAvenue in Buena Park,Calif()rnia. The officers conducted a Bearch ofthat vehicle and 

24 foundapproximately.1granl ofawhitecrystalline substance which tested positive for 

25 methamphetamine afi:er a pre$UlJl.ptivetest; Once ofthe. officers observed that Respondent 

26 displayed the objective physical' signs and clinical indicators consistent with the use of a central. 

27 'n ervous system stimulan~ such<as methamphetamine. Frerpulse Tate was elevated to. 

28 approximately 128 beats pef'Ininute~ AdditioJ!,a11y, she displayed eyelid tremors, her skin was 
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warm to the touch and her muscle tone was rigid. Respondent's pupils .showed .l'lsl()wxeactioI;1 to 

thepresen,Qe onightan<:l.,her~ightnostril a;ppeared red,swollen andirritated. The officers 

arrestedRespond~ntand transported her toth.eBuenaPark Po1iQe Department. Her body was 

searched and a baggie cohtailling a white crystalline substance resembling methamphetamine and 

a clear plastic bindle burned attheend with a white crystalline substance with a combined total 

weight of3.6grams was found in Respondent's underwear; The substarice found,inRespondent's 

underwellf showecfap()sit~ve:reacti()l1fQr :rn(!th~phe!(:llTI~ne.At the station, R~spondent 

Ullderwent stancHrrelized fi¢ldso'bri¢ty te.sts.@dM.()f:tlcergete11ll.)11,ed,tP,at,shc: Was unger the 

influence otacentfai nervo.us. systernstiIntliantc~msi$tentWi;tn Il1.ethampheta:tnine~ lIef bloOel, 

also tested positive for the presenceofmethamphetafuirie. 

15. .on oraboutJuIy 10,2011, anofficerfrom the Garden Grove Police Department 

noticed two heavily tattooed males with their shirts offand their arms wrapped around each other 

in front of a bank located on BrookhurstStreet in Garden Grove, California. The police offiQer 

stopped:andquestioned, these two males who were 'accompanied byRespondent. Since one ofthe 

males was api:lTo1ee(U1<l ;:icting suspiQi()1,lsly,the officer searched their vehicle. The. officer 

IpcatedJl';gtln ;:illd agl'l,ss methamphetamin.e<pipewhich wa.s w.arm tothet()u~hancJ.',.c()ntaiI1eda 

white pow'derytesidlle;'and:burntmarkingsin their vehicle .. Theofficerthenobserveclthat 

Responderitdisplayedthe'objectivesymptoms:ofheing:Ullder the Influence ofmethamphetamine, 

including possessing dilated, bloodshot, red.and watery eyes and appearing anxious. Respondent 

admitted to the pplice officer that she'hadusedmethamphet(:llTIine and had hidden a white crystal 

like substance in,acavityin;l1er 'body. Shesll'bseql.lentlyremovedthe white crystalline;;substance 

from her body; andgavedt to an officer. The white crystalline substance fotmClin Respondent"s 

body cavity later tested positive for methamphetamine, Her blood also tested. positive for the 

presence ofmethamphetamine. 
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FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 
 

({Jnpr()fessionaJ Conduct ..Use of a Controlled Substance) 
 

16. Respondentts s1.lbj~ctto discIpJjnaryactiolrlmdersection 4301{h) ofthe Code in that 

on or about Qctooer 26 l 2Qto, June 1, 2Ql1and.TUly 10, 2Ql1she usedacontrolJ~d,substanceartd 

dangerous drug, methamphetamine as is more fully described in paragraphs J 2, 14ari.d 15 above. 

SECOND CAUSEFORDISCIPLINE 
 

(Unprofessional Conduct-Violating Laws Regulating Controlled Substances) 
 

17. Respondent is subject to disciplinary acti.on under scction 43010) of the Code in that 

on Or about October 26, 2010, January 19,2Q11, June 1, 2011 and July 10, 201}, Respondent 

violated the' California· Uniform'ControlledSubstancesAct (Health and Safety Code 11000, et 

seq) by posse$singand/or furnishi:ng.aGQ:ntr()U~d subst8.J:J.c~· andqangero.us:d.rug, 

methamphetamine.anddhig paraphemalia.as is mOre £U).lydescribed in paragraphs 12-15,ahove. 

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE 

(Unprofessional Conduct-Violations of the Chapter) 

18. RespondenHs subject to disciplinary action under section 43Q 1(0}ofthe Code for 

violation. ofthe Pharmac,YActin that on or ahoutGctober4Q,2010, Jl.lne 1, 20UandJu1y 10, 

2011, Respondent furnishedtoherse1fand possesSed,acontrolled stibstartceanddang~rOjls'dtu~, 

l$l11ethaniplietaniihe;inViolatlonOf'Cotle.sections 4059'and.4:060 anel. on January; 19, 2011, 

19 Respondent possessed drug paraphernalia and ::l:controlle~ substance and dangerous drug, 

methamphetamine, as is more fully described in paragraphs 12~15,above. 
. . 

21 PRAYER 
 

22 WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged, 
 

23artd that follo",ing the hearing, the.Hoard ofPharmacy issue a decision: 
 

24 	 1. Revoking'or suspending Pharma9Y Te.chnician RegistJ.'ationNumber, TCH264T3, 

issued to Karrie Ewing; 

26 2. OrderingKarrie Ewing to pay the13:oardofPharl11acythe reasonable costs of the 

27 investigation and enforcement ofthis'case,PUfSUanHo Business and Professions Code section 

28 125.3; 
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DATED: _Cl-"-j/c.-2~3-1-tI-J-JI_...,.---.., 

SD2011800884 
80536592:doc 

3. Taking. such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper. 

Executive f. cer 
BoarddfPharmacy 
Department ofConsumer Affairs 
State ofCalifornia 
Cornplairumt 
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